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The National Park Service provided support for this Historic Structure Report
through its National Recreation and Preservation (NR&P) program which
supports historic preservation efforts to the owners of historic structures listed
or determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).
Legislative authority for technical assistance originates with the Antiquities Act
of 1906 which established the federal government’s efforts to develop public
policy for the preservation of cultural resources. The Historic Sites Act of 1935
made cultural resource preservation national policy and assigned the Secretary
of the Interior the responsibility to carry this policy, and specifically gave
the National Park Service the role to carry out this mission on behalf of the
Secretary. The act explicitly stresses technical assistance to and partnerships
with states, local communities, and associations and the importance of
providing an active “educational program” to the public on the story told by
our nation’s important historic properties. The National Historic Preservation
Act (NHPA) of 1966 (as amended) reaffirmed historic preservation as a national
policy and elaborated on the mission the National Park Service fulfills on behalf
of the Secretary such as maintaining the National Register and carrying out
the National Historic Landmarks program. And finally, the Alaska National
Interest Lands Conservation Action (ANILCA) (1980) specifically speaks to the
Secretary of the Interior providing historic preservation advice and technical
assistance to Alaska Native Corporations and Native Groups. ANILCA
underscores the National Park Service’s unique obligation in Alaska to deliver
historic preservation services through the National Register Programs.
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St. Peters by-the-Sea, looking northeast, c.1900, St. Peter's by-the-Sea Archives.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. Executive Summary

INTRODUCTION

Completed under NPS IDIQ Task Order Number 140P2020F0303, this Historic
Structure Report (HSR) for the St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church was
developed by a consultant team consisting of FFA Architecture and Interiors,
Inc. and architecture + history, llc, with input and guidance from St. Peter's
by-the Sea Episcopal Church, BBFM Engineers, and the National Park Service
(NPS) staff at the Alaska Regional Office and Channel Islands National Park.
Though NPS provided guidance and support for this project, the St. Peter's by-
the-Sea Episcopal Church HSR serves as a stand-alone document, independent
of the NPS.

The St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church was constructed in 1899, followed
by the construction of the See House in 1905. The buildings are among
the earliest constructed by the Episcopal Church in Alaska and are both
architecturally and historically significant for their association with exploration
and settlement of Alaska. The church and adjacent See House are said to have
been built by Alaska's first Bishop, Peter Trimble Rowe. The See House served
as a residence for Bishop Rowe and his family until he relocated to Seattle in
1912. The complex and individual buildings continue to remain an important
place of worship and gathering for the community of Sitka.

PURPOSE

Historic Structure Reports (HSR) are the primary planning documents for
historicresource treatment projects. Historic resources are buildings, structures,
objects, sites, and historic districts that are eligible for listing or already listed
on the National Register of Historic Places. The Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties defines four treatments for
historic resources: preservation, rehabilitation, restoration, and reconstruction.
These treatments guide the recommendations put forward in an HSR.

SCOPE

As defined by the National Park Service Preservation Brief 43, a historic
structure report serves as a reference document that provides documentary,
graphic, and physical information regarding a property’s history and existing
conditions. The report records research findings, investigative analysis, and
evaluation of physical conditions. HSRs document the existing conditions
of a building, changes over time, and serve as a basis for proposing physical
changes. Historic structure reports are broadly recognized as an effective
aspect of preservation planning, management, and use that outlines a scope of
recommended work and provides thoughtful arguments for selecting the most
appropriate treatment approach. An HSR is an important guide that is intended

1
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to serve as a basis for future maintenance, repair, and any potential changes
made to a historic property during preservation, rehabilitation, restoration,
and reconstruction. The development of an HSR is the preferred first phase
of any historic preservation effort, preceding design and implementation of
the selected treatment and use for the property. The level of detail to which
the work items are defined should be limited in the historic structure report,
as these recommendations serve as the foundation for, rather than in place of,
design and construction documents for the work.

METHODOLOGY

The information included in this report stems from extensive research of
primary and secondary source materials and comprehensive field observations
of the buildings and site. The HSR follows the National Park Service’s Technical
Preservation Service’s Preservation Brief 43: The Preparation and Use of
Historic Structure Reports (2004) by Deborah Slaton. The HSR includes a
developmental history of the site, descriptive information, identification of
character-defining features, a condition assessment for the building(s), an
assessment of the overall integrity of the resources, and recommendations for
future treatment and use.

Primary research materials were located at the following repositories:

1) St. Peters Church Archives, located at St. Peter's by-the-Sea Episcopal
Church in Sitka, Alaska

2) Archives of the Episcopal Church, located in Austin, Texas

3) Sitka History Museum, located in Sitka, Alaska. All existing conditions
photographs were taken by the project team in October 2020, unless stated
otherwise

Special thanks to vestry members Linda Trierschield and Anne Pollnow, and
St. Peter's by-the-Sea Archivist, Gail Peterson. The current project team thanks
Grant Crosby, Historical Architect, National Park Service- Region 11 for his
assistance and involvement.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The St. Peter's by-the-Sea Episcopal Church and See House were individually
listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1978. The early-era
National Register nominations did not specify which criterion the buildings
are eligible under. It is assumed that if the buildings were evaluated today, they
would be eligible under Criterion B, at the statewide level, for their association
with Bishop Trimble. They would also be eligible under Criterion C, at the local
level, as a significant example of a Gothic Revival church with stone detailing
and a Shingle Style house.




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

SUMMARY OF INTEGRITY ASSESSMENT

The St. Peter's by-the-Sea Episcopal Church and the See House both retain a
high degree of historic integrity. The church building sits in its original location,
as does the See House to the north. In design, the church has undergone a series
of alterations, none of which impair its overall integrity. The setting of the church
has been moderately changed from when it was originally built, primarily due to
the asphalt paving on the property to accommodate vehicles. The materials of
both buildings are largely intact or replaced in kind, and while there have been
some maintenance repairs over time, these interventions have not significantly
impaired the integrity of the materials. The roofing material of the See House
has been changed, but the roof shape and its form is intact. The church
retains the strong feeling of a small, rural church in Sitka, Alaska and conveys
its original Gothic Revival style and design in its features and construction
methods. The See House conveys its Shingle style design through its materials
and architectural elements. The present integrity of the workmanship, through
years of careful stewardship by the congregation, is high. St. Peter’s by-the-Sea
and the See house have retained their association with Bishop Peter Trimble
Rowe and the Episcopal Diocese of Alaska.

SUMMARY OF CONDITION ASSESSMENT

The overall condition of the St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church is good
with no indication of failure or deterioration of primary structural elements,
including roof trusses, timber wall framing, and foundation walls that were
assessed during visual investigation. Primary condition issues identified and
requiring treatment include deteriorated mortar on east and west facades
masonry buttresses and decay of wood elements along building foundation
walls on the northeast side of the church. Moisture infiltration from rain runoff
and ground water surface flow has contributed to the decay of wood elements
on the building, including siding, floor joist(s), and half-timber column ends.
The interior of the church is in good condition with minimal alterations over
the years. Code-compliant accessibility for the building site and building entries
is a recognized challenge for current and future use.

SUMMARY OF FUTURE NEEDS AND TREATMENT
RECOMMENDATIONS

The approach to future projects or upgrades proposed for the St. Peter’s by-
the-Sea is recommended to follow preservation and restoration treatment
approaches as defined by the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
the Treatment of Historic Properties. Preservation and restoration as the
recommended treatment approach will preserve the building’s historic fabric
and existing character-defining features that convey the historic significance of
St. Peter’s by-the-Sea. Future treatment guidelines will follow the Secretary of
Interior’s Standards that prioritize repair over replacement while considering
flexibility for future upgrades that will address and improve site and building
accessibility, building egress, structural systems, building envelope performance,
and mechanical systems without diminishing the building’s historic character
or integrity. General treatment recommendations focus on the repair of
character-defining features and maintenance related to moisture management
and mitigation.
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

2. Administrative Data

SITE AND BUILDINGS NOMENCLATURE

Preferred Structure Name St. Peter's by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
Building Address 611 Lincoln St, Sitka, AK 99835
Alaska Heritage Resources Survey SIT-029
Structure County Sitka
Structure State Alaska
Period of Significance 1899 - 1912

NATIONAL REGISTER STATUS

The St. Peter's by-the-Sea Episcopal Church and See House were listed
individually on the National Register of Historic Places in 1978.

SHORT SIGNIFICANCE DESCRIPTION

The early-era National Register nominations did not specify which criterion the
buildings are eligible under. It is assumed that if the buildings were evaluated
today, they would be eligible under Criterion B, at the statewide level, for their
association with Bishop Trimble. They would also be eligible under Criterion C,
at the local level, as a significant example of a Gothic Revival church with stone
detailing and a Shingle Style house.

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE

The period of significance for the St. Peter's by-the-Sea Episcopal Church is
1899, when it was constructed, to 1912 when Bishop Rowe moved to Seattle. The
period of significance for the See House is from 1905, when it was completed,
to 1912 when Bishop Rowe moved to Seattle.
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DIRECTIONAL INFORMATION

With regard to the compass orientation of the building and simplicity of
describing facades of the building, directional language assumes the front
elevation is facing south toward Crescent Bay, when in fact it faces slightly
southwest. Both St. Peters-by-the-Sea and the See House are assumed to be
oriented north-south for the purposes of this report.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

3. Statement of Significance

PREVIOUS EVALUATIONS

St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church was designed by Philadelphia architect
Herman L. Duhring for a site he never visited and client he may not have met,
Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe, who was the first Episcopal Bishop of Alaska. The
Church and the adjacent See House are significant for both their architecture
and their historical association with exploration and settlement of Alaska. The
buildings are associated with the early development of the Episcopal Church
in Alaska and with Bishop Rowe. The Church was completed first in 1899
and the See House finished several years later by 1905. The two buildings are
intrinsically linked both physically and historically.

The church, executed in the Gothic Revival style, is one of the few stone
buildings in Alaska and is constructed of heavy timbering above a random
rubble stone foundation. The upper portion of the exterior walls and the roof
are sheathed in wood shingles. The building is characteristic of small Episcopal
Churches, with Gothic and Richardsonian references, a cruciform plan, stone
buttresses and several well-crafted, stained glass windows, including a rose
window at the entry facade. The interior is simple, but exquisitely designed,
with exposed wood scissor trusses ceiling and wood wainscot and flooring. The
church retains its original wood pews with simple trefoil decorative cut outs at
the ends. There are a number of well-designed stained glass windows.

The See House is emblematic of the Shingle style as it was evolving in the late
1890s in the United States. The house also has Queen Anne style influences. At
the exterior, the house has a series of bay windows and dormers with decorative
shingling and stone work. There are a leaded glass windows and the front porch
is also reflective of the Shingle style. The primary interior first floor rooms have
a board and batten wood wainscot with a molded plate rail. The battens are
over plaster which was then subsequently adorned with a burlap finish. The
upstairs rooms were originally bedrooms organized around a generous hallway.
The building, which received a rear addition in 1956, now serves as the church
rectory and has a small residential apartment above the rear addition. The
building was constructed by Bishop Rowe himself and was his family home
from 1905 to 1912.

The buildings are among the first constructed by the Episcopal Church in Alaska
and are said to have been built by the Bishop’s own hand. While Bishop Rowe
did not remain in Sitka long, decamping to Seattle by 1912 as the importance
of Sitka in Alaska’s trade and politics dwindled, upon his death, Bishop Rowe
was interred adjacent to St. Peter’s alongside the graves of his first wife and a
son. The two buildings complement each other forming a significant complex
not far from the Russian Bishop’s House (1842-44) along Sitka’s waterfront,
the buildings retain a high level of historic integrity including location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.
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The buildings were listed individually on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1978. However, the early-era National Register nominations did not
specify which criterion the buildings are eligible under. It is assumed that if the
buildings were evaluated today, they would be eligible under Criterion B, at the
statewide level, for their association with Bishop Trimble. They would also be
eligible under Criterion C, at the local level, as a significant example of a Gothic
Revival church with stone detailing and a Shingle Style house.

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE

The period of significance for the church is 1899, when it was constructed, to
1912 when Bishop Rowe moved to Seattle. The period of significance for the
See House is from 1905, when it was completed to 1912, when Bishop Rowe
moved to Seattle.

The earlier National Register nomination summarized the importance of
Bishop Rowe’s association with the See House noting:

There are many fine houses in Sitka, and also in other communities in
Alaska. However, this is the only house in all Alaska, conceived and built
by one who stands among the foremost humanitarian figures in the history
of the Territory and state. Its design was unusual and was his own unique
contribution. The construction was unusual, and was his own unique
contribution. The years between 1905 and 1912 when Bishop Rowe and
his family occupied the house were seminal years for the Territory, for the
development of the large number of hospitals, clinics, libraries, orphanages,
and mission churches, that he located, instigated, staffed, and nurtured; and
they, too, were his unique contribution. For that period of time this house
stands as his home place, the home to which he returned, planned for the
future, and then set out again for journeys which in number, length, and
difficulty, are yet unequaled by any man in the modern history of Alaska as
a Territory or a state.
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4. Developmental History

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

CRITERION B: ASSOCIATION WITH BISHOP PETER
TRIMBLE ROWE

St. Peter’s by-the-Sea is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places
under Criterion B, important persons, at the statewide level, for its association
with Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe, the first Episcopal Bishop of Alaska whose
religious and humanitarian efforts to found churches, orphanages, hospitals,
and educational institutions are still felt in Alaska today.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN SITKA,
ALASKA

Lay Episcopal services were first held in Sitka in 1867 and were led by an
unnamed Army colonel and later a “Mr. Austin.” Services ceased in 1885 and
did not resume until the first Episcopal Bishop of Alaska, Peter Trimble Rowe,
arrived in Sitka in April 1896.' Sitka, being the capital of the Alaska territory at
the time, was selected as Bishop Rowe’s seat and the location from which he
planned his travel around Alaska (Figure 4.1).

Froparty of University of Washinglon Libranies, Snecial Collactions

Figure 4.1: Sketch of Sitka, c. 1900. Source: University of Washington Libraries, Special
Collections, Charles S. Hubbell Photograph Collection. PH Coll 1154.79.
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Figure 4.2: Bishop Rowe shortly after his consecration.
Source: Man of Alaska.

Figure 4.3: Dora Henriette Carry Rowe. Source: Man of
Alaska.

The previous fall, November 1895, Rowe had been
consecrated in the Cathedral of St. John the Divine
in New York City.> The following spring, Rowe
found himself almost 3,000 miles away in Alaska, to
establish Mission outposts of the Episcopal Church.
Rowe, a Canadian, was born in Meadowvale, a small
village, west of Toronto, near Lake Ontario, Canada,
in 1856. His father held various jobs as a miller,
postman, farmer, and coach driver and his mother,
who may have been a governess before marriage,
encouraged the education of her children. His
family later moved to Clarksburg, Ontario, which
sits on Lake Huron’s Georgian Bay, where they
owned a farm.?

It was in Clarksburg, that Rowe came under the
tutelage of a local clergyman and with his mother’s
encouragement prepared for college. Rowe entered
Trinity College at the University of Toronto in 1875,
but remained in residence only one year, apparently
completing his degree through remote study. “The
Degree book shows that the Convocation met on
July 2, 1880, and that the degree of Bachelor of Arts
was conferred on Peter Trible Rowe on that day.”*
That same year he was ordained as an Episcopal
priest and assigned to an Indian Reservation in
the Algomar District near Garden River, Ontario
(Figure 4.2). In 1882, he married, Dora Henriette
Carry (Figure 4.3), the daughter of the rector of
the church at Port Kerry, Reverend Carry, who was
somewhat of a mentor to Rowe. Soon after their
marriage, the Rowe’s took up a new parish at St.
James in Saulte St. Marie, Michigan. The Rowe’s
remained in Michigan and started a family with two
sons arriving, the first in 1884 and the other in 1887.
By 1894, Rowe had become a United State citizen
and the following year he was elected Bishop of
Alaska.’

A history of the Episcopal Church in Alaska noted
of Rowe that after ordination he:

. . worked as missionary to the Ojibways from
1878 to 1882. For the next fourteen years he was
in charge of eleven scattered missions among
white people, with his headquarters in Sault St.
Marie, Michigan. So when he went to Alaska he
had already had many years’ acquaintance with
vigorous outdoor life and with the means and
methods of primitive travel.®

A lengthy article about Bishop Rowe’s consecration
appeared in the New York Times on December 1,
1895, accompanied by a sketch portrait of Rowe
(Figure 4.4). The article noted that Rowe spoke of
his past work in Michigan and its relevance to his
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new church assignment in Alaska.

Mr. Rowe, in his quiet, modest way, related
several expeditions of this sort. He dwelt briefly
on the hardships he had undergone in the cold,
lonely little mission house in the forests of Garden
River, modestly leaving it to the imagination of
his listener to form an idea of how much he had
suffered, and how much he had toiled for the poor
people among whom his missionary work lay. . .
Mr. Rowe founded sixteen missions in five years. ’

Upon his consecration in New York in November
1895, Rowe joined four other missionary Episcopal
bishops including China, Japan, Haiti and Liberia.
The United States acquired Alaska from Russia in
1867 through a deal negotiated by the Secretary
of State William Seward. First administered as a
Department, Alaska became a district in 1884.
Sitka had been the capital of Russian Alaska and
remained the territorial capital under the United
States until 1900 when the governmental center was
moved to Juneau. Therefore, when Bishop Rowe
began to plan for his new assignment, he looked to
Sitka to serve as his home and seat. His first trip to
Sitka in April 1896 pre-dated news of gold in the
Yukon by several months; however, the now famous
stampede of prospective miners would not fully
escalate until the following spring. The bishop was
a first-hand witness to the trials and tribulations of
the miners and Alaska Natives as the Yukon Gold
Rush progressed over the next few years.

Upon arriving in Sitka in April 1896, Rowe secured
quarters for his family and departed for Skagway
so he could experience the Chilkoot Trail into the
Yukon and familiarize himself with the territory.
Upon his return to Sitka in November, Bishop Rowe
conducted services on Thanksgiving Day, November
26,1896, in Sitka’s Presbyterian chapel, as there was
not an Episcopal church building. Indeed, at that
time, Episcopal services in Alaska were conducted
in cabin chapels or borrowed facilities from other
denominations. Bishop Rowe immediately set about
to build a church for his new Bishopric.®

The next year, the Proctor family donated $2,000.00
toward a church for the Alaska territory. By 1899,
ground was broken for the church and Bishop Rowe
began the laborious task of building the church.
While he likely had help, the bishop himself oversaw
the construction and labored many days toward its
completion (Figure 4.5).

In the meantime, Bishop Rowe was busy with other
travel around Alaska and establishing his Mission

‘PIRST BISHOP OF ALASKA

Consectation of the Rev. Peter Trimble

. Rowe,

 SOLEMS SERVICES IN ST. GEOBGE'

_'_'_.l_‘h_e_ﬁew Bishop's Trying Experienccs
SRR Among the Indians of the =

Figure 4.4: New York Times article 1895.

Figure 4.5: Bishop Rowe pictured on the steps of St. Peter’s,
date unknown, but after the bell tower had been enclosed.
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in what was a severe climate with many travel impediments. When he arrived
in Sitka, the Russian Orthodox Church was, of course, firmly in place having
built a beautiful cathedral, St. Michael the Archangel from 1844 to 1848. The
Lutherans built a church in Sitka, in close proximity to St. Michael’s, also in
the 1840s. Additionally, Bishop Rowe found that the Presbyterians were well
established in Sitka with having founded a school in 1878 that later became
Sheldon Jackson College. The Presbyterian Church began a Sitka presence in
1884.

Bishop Rowe was tireless in his pursuit to explore Alaska and perform his
mission work. The Daily Morning Alaskan of Skagway published a long article
about the bishop on March 23, 1900. It stated:

The Right Rev. Bishop Rowe, who arrived from Juneau .. . will stay in this city
until the opening of navigation on the Yukon, at which time he will start on
a trip of thousands of miles and one that will require a year to accomplish.
Before leaving the bishop hopes to start work for the building of an Episcopal
church in Skagway. The proposed trip will lead the bishop to the full length of
the Yukon River and far up the coast into the Arctic region. The journey is to be
made in the furtherance of his church work. . . ‘I shall remain in Skagway until
the river opens, and then by easy stages travel down the Yukon on steamer. I
shall call and visit all the Episcopal missions on the river, then proceed north
to Nome and establish a mission there. After arranging matters at Nome I
shall push 100 miles to the northward of Bering straits to visit Esquimaux
missions of our church in the Arctic region. On the Yukon we have missions
at Circle, Fort Yukon, Fort Hamilton, Rampart, Tanana, Nowikata, and Anvik.
No other church has as many missions in the Yukon basin. At each mission
we have a school and a church in charge of a missionary, and assisting him
in some cases two or three natives, two or three laymen and a staff of two or
three women. At Circle and Rampart we have hospitals, which are similar to
our hospital in Skagway. . . During my absence Mrs. Rowe, who is in Skagway
with me, will remain on the coast and will likely spend the greater part of the
time in Sitka.’

Rowe was expanding on mission work that commenced years earlier by the
Church of England but was taken over by the Episcopal Missions in the 1880s.
By 1904 it was apparent that the bishop was fully ensconced in his Alaska work
and required a more permanent home for himself and his family. He began work
on the See House, behind St. Peter’s in Sitka and it was completed in 1905. This
home became the center of his work and mission service in Alaska (Figure 4.6).

Rowe was tremendously successful and well-liked in his work in Alaska. He
worked tirelessly from his appointment in 1895 until his death in 1942 to
improve the medical and hospital facilities, educational facilities, libraries, and
orphanages serving the Alaska Native community.

A 1912 article in Travel noted:

In the bend of the bay, where one catches a distant glimpse of the ocean, gray
and far away, stands Saint Peter’s-by-the-Sea, a beautiful little stone church
built, largely by the labor of his own hands, by the Very Reverend Peter
Trimble Rowe, the beloved Bishop of Alaska. The story of this man and his
yearly journeys by dogsled to the most northern corners of his diocese, reads
like a page from some old-time book of devotion, and brings every year more
recognition and cooperation from the civilized East.™

As the bishop’s church St. Peter’s was the most important Episcopal edifice in
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Alaska. In addition, the church was in the region’s
key city. As the capital of the District of Alaska
from its purchase, Sitka held political and cultural
influence. However, after the Klondike Gold Rush
in the late nineteenth century, Juneau usurped Sitka
in influence, and in 1906, the seat of government
was relocated to that city. With the transfer of the
capital, all the district officials and courts moved to
the new government seat. In addition, the District
of Alaska became the Territory of Alaska further
increasing its consequence. As a result of this
change, Sitka’s political and economic importance
declined. With the diminishing influence of Sitka, as
well as health concerns for his wife, Bishop Rowe
to move his family to Seattle, Washington in 1912.
However, he continued his yearly, lengthy trips
traveling throughout Alaska and to the East Coast,
to interact with the donors from whom he received
moral, legal, and financial support.

Rowe remained Bishop of Alaska and for the rest
of his life traveled to Alaska yearly for months on
end. Dora died in May 1914 and was interred in the
church yard at St. Peter’s by-the-Sea. A year later,
in April 1915, his youngest son Cyril also died. In
October 1915 Bishop Rowe remarried. His second
wife, Rose Fullerton, was considerably younger and
together they had three children (Figure 4.7).

Time magazine reported on the state of the Episcopal
Church missionary work in its October 22, 1934
edition:

Finally, the advocates of missions were cheered by
a defense made by the 20 missionary bishops who
had gone to Atlantic City, and especially by the
appearance of 77-year-old Bishop Peter Trimble
Rowe. Most famed of Episcopal missionaries, he
had journeyed down from Alaska where he has
labored for 39 years, been put in books by Rex
Beach and Jack London, and mushed, navigated
and flown over 50,000 miles of Arctic wastes.
Bishop Rowe is not yet ready to put his parka and
fur boots in mothballs — unless his Church forces
him to.

On the anniversary of his 85th year, long time Alaska
newspaperman Frank Cotter wrote:

Bishop Rowe was not content to build churches
alone in Alaska. As soon as a church was
completed, he would start work on a hospital,
and as soon as the hospital was ready to aid the
sick and ailing pioneers, he would start building
a schoolhouse. Around many of the monuments
he has left in the North, we now have thriving

Figure 4.6: Early view of the completed See House. Source:
St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Archives.

Figure 4.7: Rose Fullerton Rowe. Source: Man of Alaska.

17



St. Peters by-the-Sea Historic Structure Report

little villages and trading posts and through all of these communities runs the
golden thread of the memory of a kindly man who came to serve.

What Frank Cotter did not capture in his article was the constant work of Bishop
Rowe to build relationships with the Alaska Natives. While Rowe’s purpose
was missionary in nature, he admired, respected, and tried to understand the
community in which he served, seeking to make living conditions better through
providing a range of services (Figure 4.8).

The earlier National Register nomination summarized the importance of
Bishop Rowe’s association to St. Peter’s by-the-Sea and See House noting:

There are many fine houses in Sitka, and also in other communities in Alaska.
However, this is the only house in all Alaska, conceived and built by one who
stands among the foremost humanitarian figures in the history of the Territory
and state. Its design was unusual and was his own unique contribution. The
construction was unusual and was his own unique contribution. The years
between 1905 and 1912 when Bishop Rowe and his family occupied the
house were seminal years for the Territory, for the development of the large
number of hospitals, clinics, libraries, orphanages, and mission churches, that
he located, instigated, staffed, and nurtured; and they, too, were his unique
contribution. For that period of time this house stands as his home place, the
home to which he returned, planned for the future, and then set out again for
journeys which in number, length, and difficulty, are yet unequaled by any
man in the modern history of Alaska as a Territory or a state. !

The connection between St. Peter’s by-the-Sea and Bishop Rowe and his family
were reestablished after the remains of Rowe, the first Episcopal Bishop of
Alaska, and his first wife, Dora, and two of their sons, were interred in front of
the church and memorialized with simple, unobtrusive, engraved, ground-level
gravestones (Figure 4.9).

Figure 4.8: Bishop Rowe with Delatuck, a Kobuk Eskimo, and Maggie, an Athabascan Indian
(Koyukuk), circa 1905. Source: Walter and Lillian Phillips Photograph Collection, Alaska and
Polar Regions Collections, ElImer E. Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks UAF-
1985-72-141.
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CRITERION C: EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF GOTHIC
REVIVAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH BY MASTER
ARCHITECT EXECUTED IN RARE MATERIAL

St. Peter’s by-the-Sea is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places
under Criterion C, architecture, at the statewide level, as a significant example
of a Gothic Revival church designed by a master architect, Herman Louis
Dubhring, Jr., and executed using a rare building material for Alaska, stone.

PLANNING FOR ST. PETER’S BY-THE-SEA

In the summer of 1897, Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Towne Proctor, afluent
Episcopalians from Utica, New York visited Sitka, and upon their return home,
offered Bishop Rowe a donation of $2,000 toward construction of a church in
Sitka. Bishop Rowe’s personality drew additional participants to his endeavor
to build both a congregation and a church in Sitka.

To identify a site for the new church, a committee was formed including: the
U.S. Attorney for Alaska, Burton E. Bennett; William Millmore, a hotelier; and
Edward de Groff, a merchant and photographer. In addition, a fundraising
committee was organized to secure funds for the purchase consisting of
Mrs. Bennett and Mrs. de Groff. A lot on Beach Road (now Lincoln Street)
overlooking the harbor was selected and purchased for 8800 (some reports
say $750) from owner Peter Panamarkoff (Figure 10). The Bennetts, de
Groffs, the Millmores, James Shoup, and W.P. Mills were some of the largest
contributors to the fund. Other donations came from notable Alaskans such as
C.L. Andrews, later known for his writings on Sitka and The Story of Alaska and
C.C. Georgeson, an official of the Department of Agriculture and pioneering
innovator in Arctic farming techniques.!?

Figure 4.9: Bishop Bentley officiates at the consecration of Bishop Rowe’s gravestone in the
St. Peter’'s churchyard. Source: St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Archives.
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Bishop Rowe had clearly conceived ideas regarding the design of the new church
and prepared a list of requirements for the church building as well as a rectory.
In September 1898, a committee of Sitka’s leading citizens, including de Groff,
Bennett, Col. W.L. Distin, John W. Dudley, and G.D. Clayett, met at the bishop’s
house to discuss the initial design conception. Attendees voted unanimously
to convey the bishop’s ideas for the church and rectory to an architect to
translate into working drawings and detailed specifications. Meeting attendees
also elected a building committee composed of De Groff, chairman; Dudley,
secretary; and C.S. Johnson, Distin, and W.P. McBride, as members.

Philadelphia philanthropist George C. Thomas commissioned Philadelphia
architect Herman L. Duhring, Jr. to prepare drawings and specifications for
the church and rectory. Thomas was a frequent benefactor of missionary
work in Alaska and served as the treasurer of the Board of Missions of the
Episcopal Church. Professionally, Thomas was the manager of the investment
bank Drexel, Morgan and Company, a Philadelphia affiliate of J.P. Morgan and
Company. His selection of Duhring was not surprising given that Duhring’s
father, Herman L. Duhring, Sr., was a reverend in the Episcopal Church.? It
seems likely that Bishop Rowe met with architect Herman Duhring during his
November 1898 visit to Philadelphia. On November 12, 1898 the Philadelphia
Inguirer published a notice that Bishop Rowe would be speaking at the Church
of the Holy Apostles in Philadelphia (Figure 4.11).* The timing of Rowe’s visit
would have been after Duhring’s return from his fellowship-funded travel in
Europe, likely in late summer or early fall 1898.

Figure 4.10: The 1914 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Sitka showing St. Peter’s, the See House
and the small shed to the east of the See House. Note that the map indicates the church was
heated by a stove and that at that time it had electric lights. Source: Library of Congress,
Sanborn Map Collection.
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In June 1899, the organizing conference of the Building Committee described
the designs for the church:

The Chapel is designed to seat one hundred and thirty people and is 30 x 50
feet inside, and of a composite gothic style of architecture. The foundation,
walls and buttress are of stone masonry, above which walls are of open timber
frame work to a height of 9 feet, filled with stone, allowing the timbers to show
on the wall. Above the roof, the walls will be finished with stained shingles. A
small belfry will be mounted on the roof.

Windows and door of stained glass will add attractiveness to the interior
which will be finished in oiled spruce with open roof trusses also oiled. The
interior finish of the roof will also be ceiling spruce in panels, oiled in the
same manner."

CONSTRUCTION OF THE CHURCH

The secretary of the building committee, John W. Dudley, supervised the
construction of the church based on the architect’s plans. Construction of a
rectory was deferred to a later date. Dudley worked as the recorder for the
General Land Office (now the Bureau of Land Management) in Sitka.

Bishop Rowe reported to his wife Dora on May 16, 1899:

We have made a start on the chapel. I have about 12 men at work, blasting out
rock and leveling it. We are blasting that big rock near the “blarney stone.”
Pete Raber is hauling it to the site and so we are moving. I expect the material
which I ordered from Tacoma by the next steamer. . . You ought to hear the
blasting. One stone dropped on the roof of the Presbyterian Mission — no
damage.

Have just received a short note from the Proctor’s enclosing me $500. My
letter just caught him in New York as they were about to sail for Europe. !¢

Several weeks later on June 24, 1899 The Alaskan described the church:

The foundation, walls and buttresses are of stone masonry, above which walls
are of open timber framework to a height of 9 feet, filled with stone, allowing
the timbers to show on the wall. Above to the roof, the walls will be finished
with stained shingles. A small belfry will be mounted to the roof. Windows
and doors of stained glass will add attractiveness to the interior which will be
finished in oil spruce with open roof trusses also oiled. . . 7

Figure 4.11: The Philadelphia Inquirer November 12, 1898. Source: Philadelphia Inquirer
indexed in Newspapers.com.
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Figure 4.12: A current detail photograph of the stained
glass window with inscription “Donated by H. A. Bauer.”

Figure 4.13: An early view of St. Peter's, but after the 1905
construction of the See House. Source: St. Peter’s by-the-Sea
Archives.

The church’s foundation was completed in time for
the cornerstone ceremony, which was held on June
29,1899, St. Peter’s Day; the building would be called
St. Peter’s by-the-Sea. Despite rain, attendance
at the ceremony was impressive, indicating the
importance of both the building and Bishop Rowe
to the community. For the ceremony, Bishop Rowe
was joined by Fathers Anthony and Kaiakokonok of
the Russian Orthodox Church and Reverend M.D.
McClelland of the Sitka Presbyterian Church. As
part of the ceremony, Navy Lt. George T. Emmons
delivered a paper on the history of Sitka, and
Bishop Rowe listed the items to be deposited in the
cornerstone:

o The Alaskan, June 24, 1899 (which described
the church as noted above)

«  The Church Standard, June 3, 1899 (published
in Philadelphia)

« List of bishops of the American and Anglican
branches of the Catholic Church from the
Apostles to the present

« Lt. George T. Emmons historical sketch of Sitka
« List of the clergy of Alaska

« Names of the church building committee,
contractor, etc.

« A sshell from the Sea of Galilee
«  Two small American flags
«  Coins from various donors:

« From F. Woodcock: a Queen's Jubilee
crown, a Columbian half-crown, a cent of
1803, a half-cent of 1804, and other coins

«  From Father Anthony: a Russian coin

« From M. G. Hindshaw: an English penny,
half-penny, and a Canadian five cent piece.

Reverend W.M. Partridge followed with a short
address on the historical significance of the laying
of cornerstones. The choir and congregation sang,
"All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name," and the service
concluded with a benediction by Bishop Rowe. 8

According to the 1977 National Register nomination
for the property, Bishop Rowe was actively involved
in the construction of the church and was working
on the project when the following event occurred:
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As construction progressed, Bishop Rowe, in his
characteristic way, did much of the stone work
himself, and the front wall of the church he
built entirely with his own hands. The Bishop's
biographer, Thomas Jenkins, wrote that one day
while Bishop Rowe worked at the wall a man came
sauntering along. ‘Well, Bishop,” he remarked,
‘you are working to beat the devil.” Replied the
Bishop, ‘Yes, he's the very one I'm trying to beat.’

Asthe churchneared completionin September 1899,
Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Bauer donated two stained-glass
windows for the building, Mary Rhinelander of New
York City provided the communion service and Mr.
Codman of Brookline, Massachusetts sent the oak
eagle lantern. Like George C. Thomas, Rhinelander
was an active philanthropist and shared business
interests with J.P. Morgan (Figure 4.12).

CONSECRATION OF THE CHURCH

The inaugural service at the newly completed St.
Peter’s was held on Thanksgiving Day, November
26, 1899 (Figure 4.13). Bishop Rowe and Father
Anthony of St. Michael’s shared the rostrum, and
representatives of ten different denominations were
in attendance. The formal consecration service for
the church occurred the following spring on Easter
Sunday, April 15, 1900.

In his early years in Alaska Bishop Rowe was also
responsible for building or helping to build several
other Episcopal churches. These projects included
the Church of our Savior in Tanana, which shares
some Shingle style qualities with St. Peter’s by-
the-Sea, but without the stone foundation and
buttresses. It has a similar hooded arched gable, but
is generally a more simplified edifice.'

HERMAN LOUIS DUHRING, JR., ARCHITECT

The Philadelphia Enquirer published a small story
and image of the completed Sitka church on August
5, 1900 (Figure 4.14). The article referenced the
architect Herman Louis Duhring, Jr., and noted
the fine quality of the design. Duhring was born in
Philadelphia in 1874, the son of the Rev. Herman
Louis Duhring, Sr. and Lucy (Bryant) Duhring. His
father, a native Philadelphian, was an Episcopal
Priest of some note, who served as the Dean of
the Convocation of South Philadelphia. The junior
Duhring began his education in Philadelphia public

Figure 4.14: From the Philadelphia Enquirer August 5, 1900.
Source: Newspapers.com.

Figure 4.15: A detail of one of the drawings by Herman
Duhring for his award-winning church design, 1897. Source:
Philadelphia Architects and Buildings, an online archive
(www.philadelphiabuildings.org).
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schools, subsequently graduated from the Central Manual Training School
in 1891. Duhring then attended the University of Pennsylvania, receiving a
Bachelor of Architecture in 1895.

Additionally, by 1892, Duhring began a period of office experience, first with the
firm Mantle Fielding followed in 1893 by work with Furness, Evans & Company.
Frank Furness was, at the time, one of Philadelphia’s most significant architects.
Furness had studied with Richard Morris Hunt whose influence permeated
American architecture in the second half of the 19th century. In 1897, Duhring
became the first recipient of the Stewardson Traveling Scholarship, funding
European travel for students from a Pennsylvania architecture school, for his
winning design of an assigned ecclesiastical program: "A Protestant Episcopal
Church in a City"?® (Figure 4.15).

The scholarship enabled Duhring to do extensive study in Venice, Italy,
including, according to his obituary in the New York Times, completing
measured drawings of the campanile of San Marco which informed rebuilding
the tower after its collapse in 1902. 2!

Upon returning to Philadelphia in 1898, Duhring launched his own firm,
followed in 1899 by his collaboration with R. Brognard Okie and Carl A. Ziegler
under the name of Duhring, Okie & Ziegler. This firm continued in operation
through 1918, when Okie resigned. Duhring & Ziegler remained in practice
through 1924, with Duhring working independently following that time.

The early work of Duhring, Okie & Ziegler focused on residential work and later
their interest in the restoration of Pennsylvania’s landmarks, especially those
of the Colonial Period. Duhring joined and became an active member of the
American Institute of Architects in 1914 and became a fellow of the Institute in
1952. He was also active in Philadelphia’s T-Square Club, was a member of the
Sons of the Revolution, he served on the Board of the Pennsylvania Academy
of the Fine Arts, and was president of the Architectural Alumni Society of the
University of Pennsylvania. Duhring died in 1953.

A comprehensive list of Duhring’s works does not seem to exist, but he is
known to have designed or restored several other churches. His primary works
appear to be residential projects throughout the Philadelphia area.

GOTHIC INSPIRED CHURCHES

St. Peter’s by-the-Sea is a small, cruciform plan church typical of buildings
within the American Episcopal Church at the turn of the twentieth century.
The small church was based on building practices that often relied on language
typical of the Gothic Revival or the Ecclesiastical Gothic, as it is sometimes
called. In the 19th century, ecclesiastical tastes shifted away from Classical
Revival architecture and harkened back to the Gothic period. However, the
building of Gothic-influenced churches was also tied to theological arguments
made by British architect Augustus Welby Northmore Pugin regarding what
he termed "Ethical Gothic." The adaptation of the Gothic into the American
Episcopal building tradition was fairly common, inspired by Pugin and other
British and American Gothic enthusiasts. Phoebe Stanton’s essay in the classic
publication Built in the USA noted: “The Episcopal Church tended to adopt the
English Gothic style and experiment with the Romanesque.”*
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Figure 4.16: A small church design from Upjohn’s 1852 publication, Upjohn’s Rural Architecture. Source: Upjohn’s Rural
Architecture.

AN
AT

Figure 4.17: Upjohn’s First Unitarian Church of Germantown, Pennsylvania, demolished 1920s. Source: Philadelphia
Architects and Buildings, an online archive (www.philadelphiabuildings.org).

—
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On the east coast, British-born architect and Episcopalian Richard Upjohn
became the master of the type and style of churches embraced by the Episcopal
Church. While Upjohn designed substantial churches of stone in large east coast
cities, with his Trinity Church in New York City being his most famous edifice,
his 1852 publication Upjohn's Rural Architecture: Designs, working drawings
and specifications for a wooden church, and other rural structures, included
small church designs (Figure 4.16). His long list of ecclesiastical projects in the
northeast influenced a generation of architects and designers.

As the son of an Episcopal priest, the St. Peter’s by-the-Sea architect Duhring
would have been familiar with Upjohn’s work as well as the Episcopal churches
in and around Philadelphia. Further, through his architectural studies he
would have known of Upjohn’s built works and writings. Lastly, Duhring’s
understanding of a broader European ecclesiastical building tradition would
have flourished during his year-long fellowship abroad. Similarly, Duhring was
also familiar with the work of Frank Furness, both from his short apprenticeship
in Furness’ office and from his reputation. Furness’ designs often strayed
from the traditional but his earlier works such as the First Unitarian Church
of Germantown, Pennsylvania could certainly have inspired Duhring (Figure
4.17). All of this would have influenced Duhring’s design for a small church in
Sitka, Alaska, a location to which he had never traveled.

ALASKA'S BUILDING TRADITIONS

In a region where timber for wood-frame construction was abundant,
Duhring’s use of stone may have been an odd choice. However, Bishop Rowe
may have specified stone, not realizing the difficulty of extracting the material.
Nevertheless, St. Peter’s by-the-Sea is one of the few stone buildings in Alaska
and according to Bishop Rowe, it was the first building of stone constructed in
the Territory. In his 1899 yearly report Rowe noted:

Figure 4.18: An colorized postcard view of St. Peter’s. Source: St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Archives.
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The chapel is called ‘St. Peter’s by-the-Sea.” It will cost $4,000 and is a quaint,
unique building. It is partially of native stone, the first semi-stone structure in
Alaska. It will seat 150 persons, and will be ready for consecration some time
in October.”

Architectural Historian Alison Hoagland in her Buildings of Alaska concurs:

One of the few stone buildings in Alaska. Saint Peter’s Church has the heavy
timbering, random rubble stone, and wood shingling characteristic of
small ecclesiological churches of the late nineteenth century. Set on a stone
foundation, the church is constructed of a heavy timber frame, filled with
rubble stone nogging.*

THE IMPORTANCE OF ST. PETER'S BY-THE-SEA

The significance of St. Peter’s by-the-Sea is three-fold: its association with
Bishop Rowe, its design which is one of the finest Gothic-inspired churches in
Alaska, and its use of stone, a rare building material at the time of its construction
(Figure 4.18).
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BUILDING DESCRIPTION

5. Physical Description

SITE

The St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church property is located on the north
side of Lincoln Street in Sitka, Alaska overlooking Crescent Bay (Figure 5.1).
There are three buildings on the property, the St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Episcopal
Church, the See House (Bishop’s House, but now referred to as the rectory),
and the Archives Building. The See House and Archives Building are located
north and northeast of the church, respectively. The front (entry) facades of
the church and the See House face south toward Lincoln Street and the bay.
The entrance to the Archives Building faces west. An uncoursed fieldstone
wall with a jagged rock cap runs east-west along the public sidewalk at Lincoln
Street separating the church property from the sidewalk. The fieldstone wall
terminates at taller posts of the same material at the west side at a paved drive

Figure 5.1: Historic view of Sitka’s Crescent Bay with St. Peter’s and the See House visible
along the shoreline, likely c. 1908-1915. From Anne Pollnow (RHC09-126.ar.jpg).

and at the east before meeting the second paved drive. Within the fieldstone
wall, there is a wrought iron gate, with decorative fleur-de-lis caps, centered on
the front entry of the church (Figure 5.2). The gate is flanked by fieldstone posts
which also have jagged rock caps. There are two steps at the gate leading to a
concrete sidewalk, with low concrete curb walls on either side that progresses
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Figure 5.2: Wrought iron gate at front entry of church, Figure 5.4: Cutting from the famous Glastonbury Thorn from
accessed from the public sidewalk next to Lincoln Street. England’s Glastonbury Abbey planted in 1999, at northwest
corner of church.

Figure 5.3: Peter Trimble Row and his family's gravestones Figure 5.5: Paved parking to the north of the church, looking
rest on the front lawn of the church. Photo credit: Grant southwest.
Crosby
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to concrete steps leading up to the church’s entry vestibule. The concrete steps
are bounded on either side with fieldstone kneewalls that match the sidewalk
masonry wall. There is also a concrete path that leads from the church steps
eastward toward the paved drive at the east side of the property.

The church is surrounded by lawn and a few trees and shrubs. Large shrubs
flank the front entry stairs, but for the most part the lawn continues to the base
of the church; there are no low foundation plantings at the east and west side of
the church. The remains of the first Episcopal Bishop of Alaska, Peter Trimble
Row, and those of his first wife, Dora, and two of their children are buried on
the front lawn and are marked by gravestones (Figure 5.3). There is a stump
of what was a large tree to the east of the Rowe family gravestones. At the east
side of the church there is a stepped, concrete planting bed just at the edge of
the parking area and several concrete parking bumpers at the northeast corner
of the church. Near the northwest corner of the church there is a cutting from
the famous Glastonbury Thorn from England’s Glastonbury Abbey, which was
planted in 1999 (Figure 5.4). A protective metal fence surrounds the thorn tree.
At the rear (or northeast) corner of the church there is a low, boulder retaining
wall separating the church from the paved area behind that allows for the
approximately three-foot facade difference between the church floor and the
parking lot level. At the northwest corner there is a concrete path and steps
leading from the parking area to the church’s rear door. The rear door leads to
the columbarium room and is one of only two entrances into the church. This
area around the rear door has some low plantings along the edge of the paved
drive and a serpentine-shaped concrete pathway serving as the accessible route
from parking into the church. One-way directional asphalt driveways at the east
and west sides of the church lead to a large, paved parking behind the church to
the south of the See House (Figure 5.5).

Figure 5.6: Paved parking area and drive that separates the church and See House, looking
north.
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Figure 5.7: The See House situated along the west property
line, looking northeast.

Figure 5.8: Pathway between the rear addition of the See
House and the Archives Building, looking west.

Figure 5.9: Church garden at the north end of the parcel
behind the See House, looking north.

To the north of the church is the See House which is
separated from the church by the paved parking area
and drive. The paving terminates in front of the See
House where there are foundation plantings at the
south front and a set of stairs to the building entry
(Figure 5.6). Along the east side of the See House
the asphalt paving continues up to the building’s
foundation eventually transitioning to lawn at the
northeast corner.

The See House is situated along the west property
line, where a wood fence separates the church
property from the adjacent parcel (Figure 5.7).
There are some low plantings along the east side of
the wood fence and to the west of the See House.
To the east of the See House is the small Archives
Building, which was originally a garage and storage
building. There is an area of lawn and a concrete
pathway between the rear addition of the See
House and the Archives Building (Figure 5.8).
The concrete pathway also leads from the asphalt
parking lot to the porch entry at the rear of the See
House and provides a partially accessible route
from the parking area into the building. At the
north end of the parcel behind the See House, there
is a church garden and several small garden sheds.
A wood fence runs along the far north side of the
property (Figure 5.9).

BUILDING EXTERIOR

St. Peter’s is an amalgam of the Shingle, Tudor
Revival and Gothic Revival styles (Figure 5.10).
Having been designed by a Philadelphia architect
in 1899, its architecture is heavily influenced by
country churches found throughout England and
the small Episcopal churches of the eastern United
States. The building has a traditional cruciform
plan, with transepts on either side of the altar.

At the foundation level, the stem walls are a
combination of a base course of randomly laid
fieldstone, of the same quarry type as those used
for the church yard wall along Lincoln Street, with
a brick leveling course above parged with mortar
and painted red to mimic the half-timber wall
framing. Above the foundation masonry the walls
are half-timber framed and infilled with uncoursed
fieldstone to a height of approximatle nine feet
(lintel height). Above this fieldstone infill, the walls
are clad in painted wood shingles. Timber lintels are
continuous along the tops of the walls and divide the
shingle siding and masonry (Figure 5.11). The half-
timbered wood members of the church structure
and other exterior wood elements are painted red.
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Figure 5.10: St. Peter's is an amalgam of the Shingle, Tudor Figure 5.11: Timber lintels are continuous along the tops of
Revival and Gothic Revival styles, south (front) facade of the walls and divide the shingle siding and masonry.
church.

Figure 5.12: The church has a steeply pitched, gable roof with the ridge oriented perpendicular to
Lincoln Street, and lower cross gables over transepts run parallel to the street, looking northeast.
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South Elevation
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North Elevation
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Figure 5.13: The belfry has vertically oriented, rectangular Figure 5.15: Hooded arches are repeated throughout the

wood slat vents set within each of the four shingled walls. church, including at the transepts and entry porch.
Figure 5.14: One of the earliest views of St. Peter’s showing Figure 5.16: The hooded arch at the entry vestibule is unique
the open-air belfry. Source: St. Peter’s By-The-Sea Archives. to the building, consisting of shiplap siding.
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A steeply pitched, gable roof tops the building with
its ridge oriented perpendicular to Lincoln Street.
There are lower cross gables over the transepts
which run parallel to Lincoln Street. (Figure 5.12).
The roof is clad in cedar wood shingles. A wood
shingle is sawn and sanded on both faces resulting
in a thinner butt end and flatter profile when
compared to a wood shake. Shaped wood lookouts
support the eaves at the entry vestibule roof but are
not used at the main roof eaves. All roof eaves are
constructed with tongue-and-groove board soffits.
A belfry is located at the ridgeline close to the
south facade. The belfry is square in plan and has
a shingle-clad base and walls. Vertically oriented,
rectangular, wood louvers are set within each of the
four shingled belfry walls. (Figure 5.13). The belfry
was originally open-air but later infilled to its current
configuration (Figure 5.14). A steep pyramidal roof,
clad in wood shingles with flared eaves matching the
main roof, tops the belfry. At the gable ends of the
building, the main roof is cantilevered out from the
shingled walls below creating a hooded arch. This
hooded arch shape is a theme repeated throughout
the churchincludingat the transepts and entry porch
(Figure 5.15). The entry porch roof is a mimic of the
main roof including flared ends and hooded arch.
Siding within the hooded arch at the entry vestibule
is unique to the building consisting of shiplap siding
placed behind square framing members (Figure
5.16).

The typical windows in the church are wood frame
with leaded stained glass of a simple design (Figure
5.17). The lower portion of the typical window
assembly is rectangular with leaded glass pieces of
amber color; these are configured with eight pieces
across and five vertical. These elements are framed
by smaller rectangular glass pieces of a green hue.
Centered within the fourth and fifth rows are white
glass pieces set within a white ribbon-shape and
small, diamond-shaped pieces. This lower window
is capped by an arched window with a semi-circular
or fan lite of multiple colors. These fan lites are
each an operable transom. All the windows have
wood sills and trim. There are two of these typical
windows at the entry vestibule, three along the east
and west sides of the church nave, and one under
each of the transept gables. The only one of these
windows that has been altered is at the east transept,
at the sacristy, where the lower window has been
replaced with clear glass. However, the fan light at
this location retains its stained glass (Figure 5.18).

Figure 5.17: Typical windows are wood frame with leaded
stained glass of a simple design.

Figure 5.18: The east transept window at the sacristy has
been replaced with clear glass.
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Figure 5.19: Two northern-most windows on the east and
west facades contain more decorative stained glass, with
the same configuration as the typical window.

Figure 5.20: The large rose window at the south front
facade features eight, teardrop shaped lites filled with floral
patterns.

Figure 5.21: The most elaborate window at St. Peter’s is a
large, divided, arched window at the north facade behind
the alter.

Figure 5.22: Similar to the walls of the main church, the
walls of the entrance vestibule are timber framing infilled
with fieldstone.

42



BUILDING DESCRIPTION

The exceptions to the typical windows are the two northern-most nave windows
at the east and west sides of the church, which contain more decorative stained
glass, but are the same configuration as the typical window discussed above.
The details of the stained-glass design and theme for these two windows is
discussed below in the interior description (Figure 5.19).

Additionally, there is a large rose window at the south (front) facade which
is centrally placed under the main gable. This round window features eight,
teardrop shaped lites filled with floral patterns (Figure 5.20). The most elaborate
window at St. Peter’s is a large, divided, arched window at the north facade
behind the alter. The window has nine elements across three rows (Figure 5.21).
The decorative features and themes of these windows will be further described
in the interior section below.

SOUTH (PRIMARY) FACADE

The south fagade of the church is symmetrical. The hooded arch below the main
gable at this facade frames a stained-glass rose window. Centered below the
rose window is an entrance vestibule that projects from the main building walls.

Figure 5.23: The gabled roof of the entrance vestibule has flared eaves, a hooded arch, and
is covered with wood shingles.
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Figure 5.24: Entrance doors are glazed metal-skinned doors
that are not original.

Figure 5.25: An historic view of St. Peter's showing the
original wood door. Source: St. Peter's-By-The-Sea Archives.

Similar to the walls of the main church, the walls of
the entrance vestibule are timber framing infilled
with fieldstone (Figure 5.22). The gabled roof of the
entrance vestibule has flared eaves, a hooded arch,
and is covered with wood shingles (Figure 5.23).
Beneath the hooded gable end in the south facade,
there is a pair of glazed metal-skinned doors that are
not original (Figure 5.24). The original doors were
also in a double configuration and constructed of
wood without glazing. (Figure 5.25). Leaded glass
windows typical of the building are located on the
east and west walls of the entry vestibule. A concrete
stairway with closed fieldstone balustrades leads to
the entrance. Modern round metal pipe handrails
have been added on both sides of the concrete stairs
(Figure 5.26).

EAST AND WEST FACADES

South of the transepts, the east and west facades
of the church are identical (Figure 5.27). They are
each divided into four bays by fieldstone buttresses
that stretch from the ground to the building’s eaves.
The buttresses are tapered from the base to the roof
eave, and they sit directly on the ground where they
are joined with the fieldstone at the foundation
level. Each bay has a centrally located leaded
stained-glass window with a semicircular, operable
transom. The main gable roof along the east and
west facades has a modest overhang consisting of
a tongue-and-groove board soffit bounded by an
ogee profile wood fascia trim.

Transepts project from the main building at both
the east and west sides (Figure 5.28). The transepts
have the same flared gable roof and hooded arch
as the south facade. At the west facade of the west
transept and east facade of the east transept, there
are windows of similar configuration. The east
window has a replacement clear glass window,
while the west transept window has the stained
glass typical of the other windows.

NORTH FACADE

A large, nine-panel, stained-glass, pointed-arch
window dominates the north facade (Figure 5.29).
Unlike the other three facades, the lower wall level
at this facade has vertical wood lap siding; however,
the upper level is shingled in similar patterns to
the other facades. There is no fieldstone or half-
timbering at this facade. At the rear of the west
transept there is secondary entry into the vestry and
columbarium. The nave can be indirectly accessed
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Figure 5.26: A concrete stairway with closed fieldstone Figure 5.28: Transepts project from the main building at
ballustrades leads to the entrance. Modern round metal both the east and west facades.
pipe handrails have been added to the stairs.

Figure 5.27: South of the transepts, the east and west facades of the church are identical, looking northeast.
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Figure 5.29: A large, nine-panel stained-glass, pointed arch
window dominates the north facade.

Figure 5.30: A secondary entrance at the north facade
provides access to the vestry and nave, looking southeast.

through this secondary entry, which serves as the
accessible entry into the church (Figure 5.30). The
east transept does not have a window at the north
facade but, rather, this area houses the exterior
mechanical and electrical equipment for the church.

BUILDING INTERIOR

INTRODUCTION

St. Peter’s by-the-Sea has a cruciform-shaped
plan with a small nave and altar flanked by the east
transept, housing the sacristy, and the west transept,
housing the vestry and columbarium. The church
was designed to seat about 130 people and is 30 feet
wide by 50 feet in length (Figure 5.31). A small entry
vestibule is accessed from the front stairs and porch.
The walls are plaster with some gypsum repairs. The
wood flooring in the nave is tongue-and-groove
Douglas Fir. The ceiling features open pointed-arch
scissor trusses with oiled spruce panels between.
The wood pews, with a simple trefoil cut out motif at
either end, are arranged flanking the center aisle of
the nave. The altar and chancel are located beneath
a pointed-arch opening at the north end of the
church (Figure 5.32). The organ piping is mounted
to the west wall of the east transept adjacent to the
altar. The organ console is elevated above the nave
level at the northwest corner of the nave, in front of
the altar.

ENTRY VESTIBULE

The entry vestibule is accessed via two, solid-wood,
full-lite doors that swing inward to the space. The
vestibule has 18-inch square beige tile flooring
(Figure 5.33). A bronze remembrance plaque is
mounted on the wall to the west of the double doors.
There is diagonal tongue-and-groove beadboard at
ceiling and gable portions of vestibule walls. There
is a decorative pendant light fixture, that does not
appear to be original to the building, centered in
the space. (Figure 5.34). The walls in this space are
gypsum painted white. The vestibule has two leaded
glass windows typical of the church on both the east
and west walls (Figure 5.35). The double doors to
the nave mimic the exterior doors with full, vertical
lites. There are wall sconces on either side of the
nave doors.
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Figure 5.31: Overall view of the interior of the church, Figure 5.33: View of the church entry doors and the tile in

looking south. the entry vestibule, looking south.
Figure 5.32: The alter, chancel and north wall stained glass Figure 5.34: Detail of the entry vestibule ceiling and
window, looking north. decorative light fixture.
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Figure 5.35: Entry vestibule window, looking northeast. Figure 5.38: The wood floors at the east aisle. Also visible
Note the windows in the entry vestibule do not have the are the wall mounted heaters and the baseboards.
fan lite transom above like the nave and transept windows.

Figure 5.36: Detail of the church pews showing the trefoil Figure 5.39: View of the raised floor, covered with red
motif at the ends. Also visible in this photograph are the carpet, and the awkward transition to the sacristy at the

wood floors. east transept.

Figure 5.37: Detail of the church pews showing the kneelers Figure 5.40: View of the west side of the church showing
and hymnal racks. Also visible in this photograph are the the flooring and the white-painted wainscoting and smooth

wood floors. upper walls.
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NAVE AND PEWS

The nave is configured with a center aisle flanked by
pews and east and west side aisles. The wood pews,
with a simple, raised, wood trefoil motif at either
end, are arranged in two columns (Figure 5.36).
There are nine rows of pews on the west side of
thechurch and seven on the east side. There are also
three pews running perpendicular to the nave pews
for use by the choir just south of the altar. The pews
have low, rounded arms at the ends and rounded
top backs. The pews are fixed directly to the floor
at the inside edge of each pew. There is also a single
pew at the southeast corner of the church, behind
the baptismal font, which serves as the children’s
corner of the church. Padded kneelers side under
the pews and there are wood slat hymnal holders
affixed to the back of the pews (Figure 5.37).

FLOORING

The wood flooring in the nave is Douglas fir tongue-
and-groove with 3-%” boards and is original to
the building (Figure 5.38). The center aisle of the
nave is carpeted, but the wood flooring remains
underneath. The altar is raised and a portion of the
nave to accommodate the organ and a piano is also
raised, but the original wood flooring appears to be
in place under this area (Figure 5.39). The raised
areas around the altar are also carpeted.

WALLS

The upper walls of the church are plaster with some
gypsum board repairs or replacement. The walls are
painted a stark white. The lower walls of the nave
have a fiberboard wainscoting that does not appear
to be original to the building. The wainscoting, also
painted white, is capped with a horizontal trim piece
(Figure 5.40). The wainscot was originally vertical,
unpainted, wood boards with a simple wood drip
cap. The baseboard at the walls is wood, but appears
to be replacement material. Also at the base of the
walls are a series of obsolete baseboards from a past
heating system. The west wall of the east transept
has been infilled with diagonal wood painted white
to assist with supporting the organ pipes (Figure
5.41).

CEILING AND TRUSSES

The ceiling is 3/4" by 3-%” Douglas fir diagonal
tongue-and-groove dark wood beadboard. It is

Figure 5.41: The west wall of the east transept with the
horizontal boards infilled at the organ piping.

Figure 5.42: Detail of the diagonal tongue-and-groove dark
wood beadboard ceiling, the scissor trusses and king posts
with teardrop finials.

Figure 5.43: A typical pendant light fixture in the nave of
the church.
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Figure 5.44: Historic view of the church interior from a
postcard, likely 1930s - postdates insertion of the reredos
(1932?). Source: St. Peter's by-the-Sea Archives and the
Photo Shop Studio.

Figure 5.45: Detail of the altar, looking north.

Figure 5.46: Historic view of the church interior from a
postcard, likely 1930s — postdates insertion of the reredos
(1932?). Source: St. Peter's by-the-Sea Archives and the
Photo Shop Studio.

bounded in panel sections formed by the upper
truss cords and purlins. At the interior the roof
is supported by exposed wooden scissor trusses
with three king post, tension ties and wall corbels
(Figure 5.42). The king posts have a decorative
tear drop finial. The truss system has a blackened
iron hardware and is of the same dark finish as the
ceiling. The truss system has finished edges with
a %” chamfer. The dark wood ceiling and trusses
contrast with the white walls of the church interior.

Pendant Ceiling Light Fixtures

There are four pendant ceiling light fixtures on each
side of the nave. They are six-sided with bronze or
bronze colored metal and opaque glass (not likely
mica). The bottoms of the light fixtures have circular
grilles. The fixtures hang from the wood trusses
from metal chains (Figure 5.43).

SANCTUARY, ALTAR AND CHANCEL

In a church, the sanctuary is the area surrounding
the altar. An altar is the ceremonial table for the
celebration of sacrifice and feast and is usually
located at the opposite end of the church from the
main entry. The chancel, situated in front of the altar,
is the rail that separates the nave from the sanctuary.
An historic image of the church shows the altar,
chancel, reredos, and stained glass window before
the current organ was installed and the reredos
relocated to the rear of the church. The reredos
covered the lower portion of the north wall stained
glass window. Note that the wainscoting was wood
and unpainted at the altar and likely throughout the
church. (Figure 5.44).

Today, the sanctuary is carpeted whereas historically
it was not. The raised floor of the sanctuary was
extended further into the nave to accommodate
the organ in 1969. The altar is original (Figure 5.45).
Another view of the interior from 1962 shows an
earlier organ (Figure 5.46). There is a carved wood
eagle lectern to the south of the organ console.

Reredos

A reredos is a screen, usually set behind an altar,
that often has a theme or tells a story in its design
(Figure 5.47). The reredos was relocated to the rear
of the church in 2016 to accommodate repairs to the
stained glass window behind the altar.
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Figure 5.47: The reredos was relocated from behind the Figure 5.50: Detail of the altered window in the east
altar to the south wall of the church, looking south. transept, looking east.

Figure 5.48: Detail of the baptismal font and children’s Figure 5.51: The columbarium in the west transept, looking
corner pew at the southeast corner of the church. northeast.

Figure 5.49: View of the sacristy in the east transept, Figure 5.52: The west wall and window of the west transept.
looking northeast. Note the original diagonal wood wall paneling.
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Figure 5.53: Detail of the original west transept door and
hardware.

Figure 5.54: Detail of a typical stained glass window with
the fan lite transom above.

Baptismal Font

The octagonal-shaped, granite baptismal font is
located at the rear of the church on the east side of
the nave. It has a fitted wood top with a decorative
metal cross (Figure 5.48).

SACRISTY- EAST TRANSEPT

The east transept houses the sacristy, which is
typically a small room or chapel used for the
preparation of services and to store sacred vessels
and vestments. The sacristy is accessed via a south-
facing door to the east of the altar. The sacristy has
built in cabinets, a sink, wood tongue-and-groove
floors and ceiling (Figure 5.49). The room has a
typical window on the west wall, but the lower
rectangular section has replacement glass rather
than the leaded and stained glass typical of the other
church windows (Figure 5.50). The west wall of the
sacristy was modified to accommodate the organ
pipe mounted on the east wall of the sanctuary.

COLUMBARIUM- WEST TRANSEPT

The west transept houses the columbarium (Figure
5.51). The original brick chimney in this room was
removed to accommodate the columbarium. At
some point the lower portion of the window in this
space was removed, but was later reinstated with the
window from the sacristy (Figure 5.52). This room
has the same beige colored tile as found in the entry
vestibule. The door from the nave into this space
is original and appears to have original hardware
(Figure 5.53).

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

The typical windows in the church are wood frame
with leaded stained glass of a simple design (Figure
5.54). The lower portion of the typical window
assembly is rectangular with leaded glass pieces
of amber color; these are configured eight across
by five vertical pieces. These elements are framed
by smaller rectangular glass pieces of a green hue.
Centered within the fourth and fifth rows are white
glass pieces set within a white ribbon-shaped and
small, diamond-shaped pieces. This lower window
is capped by an arched window with a semi-circular
or fan lite of multiple colors. These fan lites are each
an operable hopper style transom.
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Figure 5.55: The stained glass window at the northern-most Figure 5.56: The stained glass window at the northern-most
bay at the east wall of the church. bay at the west wall of the church.

Figure 5.57: Detail of the rose window at the south gable of the church.
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There are two exceptions to this typical window, both of the same configuration
but with more decorative stained glass. The northern-most east wall nave
window consists of a floral pattern at the lower, rectangular window and at the
fan lite, another floral pattern with a circular inset of blue glass with a white
cross (Figure 5.55).

The opposite west nave window also has a floral pattern at the lower window,
but the upper fan lite has a blue circle with a crown (Figure 5.56). These two
windows were donated by H. A. Bauer.

At the south wall there is a large rose window. The window has teardrops with
floral motifs and a central star of interlocking triangles, a symbol of the trinity.
The colors used in the rose window include blue, green, purple, red and yellow
(Figure 5.57).

The most elaborate window at St. Peter’s is a large, divided, arched window
at the north facade behind the altar (Figure 5.58). The window has nine
elements across three rows. The window grouping has several modillions with
images representing the four evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The
lowest section consists of three rectangular windows with amber colored lites
surrounding each window. The central window of this lower grouping has a
circular modillion with the image of an ox head, the symbol of Luke. The middle
section of windows in this grouping is smaller with the middle window being
square while the outer windows are curved at the outer side to follow the arch
of the overall assembly. Each of these three windows has a circular modillion.
The central window has the early Christian Cho-Rho symbol symbolizing
the resurrection of Christ (Figure 5.59). The western window has an eagle in
the modillion, the symbol of John, and the eastern window has a winged lion,
the symbol of Mark. The top grouping in this window has triangular shaped
outer elements and a center window that is five sided. The center window has a
modillion with an angel, the symbol of Matthew (Figure 5.60).

54



BUILDING DESCRIPTION

Figure 5.58: Detail of the north wall stained glass window assembly.

Figure 5.59: The center window of the upper Figure 5.60: The central window in the middle
most grouping of windows has a modillion grouping of windows has a modillion with the
with an angel, the symbol of Matthew. early Christian Cho-Rho symbol symbolizing the

resurrection of Christ.
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6. Chronology of
Development and Use

1867

1882

1894

1895

1896

United States purchases Alaska from Russia.

Bishop Rowe assigned to Sault St. Marie Michigan.

Bishop Rowe becomes a United State citizen.

Peter Trimble Rowe elected Bishop of Alaska at Episcopal
General Convention in Minneapolis.

November 30: Consecration of Bishop Rowe in St. George’s
Church, New York City:

‘Believe me,’ said Bishop Rowe, ‘as [ walked up that aisle to
the altar, I felt like a lamb going to the slaughter. Everyone
believed it to be an impossible job and that it would be
bitter for whoever accepted it.”!

April: Rowe arrives in Sitka, Alaska.
April-October: Rowe makes first trip north through Alaska.

Bishop Rowe returned from the Klondike by November 1896
to celebrate Thanksgiving service in the Presbyterian Church
(as the Episcopal Church had not yet been constructed).

July: Jenkins recounts that Bishop Rowe reported:

On April 22nd,I left Juneau by the overland route for the
Yukon River. Upwards of six or seven hundred men had
already started by the same route for the mines at Forty
Mile and Circle City. . . After crossing the Summit, Chikoot
Pass, I hauled my own sled with a load of 450 pounds over
Crater, Long, Lindeman, Bennett, and Horse Lakes, and
their connection of Canyon and River. 2

August: Gold is discovered near the Klondike River in
Canada’s Yukon Territory.

November 26: First Episcopal Service in Sitka, conducted by
Rowe at the Presbyterian Church.
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1897

1898

1899

1900

1902

1903

May 30: First confirmation in Sitka, conducted by Rowe.
Summer — Rowe family living in Sitka in rental house.

June — October: Rowe makes second trip north through Alaska
and finds a much more crowded Yukon Territory filled with
gold seeking miners.

Exact date unknown: Proctor family of Utica, New York
donate $2,000.00 toward “church home”.

Building lot chosen for church.

Plans for church and possibly the See House drawn by
Duhring in Philadelphia; unclear if Bishop Rowe ever met..
Duhring to discuss the project.

March - October: Rowe makes third trip north through
Alaska.

July - The Rev. Wallis M. Partridge becomes Vicar.

April 7: Bishop Rowe writes to Dora regarding the avalanche
at the Chilkoot Pass.

June 29: Ground breaking and placing of cornerstone of
church.

September - The Rev. Wallis M. Partridge leaves.

November 26 — Opening service in St. Peter’s by-the-Sea.

Pro Cathedral formed, name St. Peter’s-By-the-Sea selected.
April 15: Consecration of the church.

August 5: St. Peter’s pictured in Philadelphia Enquirer article.

May - July: Rev C. F. Taylor has short service as Vicar.

March: According to local historian Robert N. DeArmond:
The first bell on St. Peter's had been given to Bishop Rowe
by the Society of St. Cecelia at Philadelphia for use in Alaska.
A new bell was received early in 1902 but apparently was so
much larger that a new belfry had to be built. The new bell
first rang, in Sitka, on March 15, 1903, and was said to have a
rich tone in the key of C.?

May: Bishop Rowe finishes the stone wall along Lincoln
Street.
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1904

1905

1908

1912

1914

1915

1921

1924

1925

1942

1943

1956

Rev Clarence S. Milliken becomes Vicar.

See House constructed.

June 6: Bishop Rowe attends the Lambeth Conference sailing
from New York; Leo Rowe travels with the bishop. Rowe visits
Paris after the Conference; Leo travels to Scotland. *

Bishop Rowe and family move to Seattle.

May 22: Dora Rowe, Bishop Rowe’s first wife, dies; interred
in St. Peter’s churchyard.

Rowe corresponded after her death: “I am not able to write
—I’'m dumb with the loss of my dear wife. I have just laid
her precious body in Sitka, as she wished.”

April 11: Cyril Rowe, Bishop Rowe’s son, dies; interred in St.
Peter’s churchyard.

October: Bishop Rowe marries Rose Fullerton, the niece
of the Bishop of Calgary, Pinkham in St. Mark’s Church in
Seattle. She brings him three more sons.

Electric lighting installed in St. Peter’s church.

Mrs. J. H. (Elizabeth) Molineux arrives in Sitka as Missionary-
in-charge.

Bishop, Mrs. Rowe and sons move to Victoria, Canada; he
maintains an office in Seattle.

June 1: Bishop Rowe dies.

June 12: Bishop Rowe’s ashes interred in St. Peter’s
churchyard.

Fall: Mrs. Molineux retires.

Publication of The Man of Alaska: Peter Trimble Rowe by
Thomas Jenkins.

No exact date; circa 1956 St Peters Sanctuary Renovation and
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1956 -1958

1963

1968

1971

1978

1979 - 1980

1982

1983

1993

1995

1997

Repair including diagonal bracing, Foss, Olsen & Sands, AIA,
Juneau, AK, 1 sheet (Foss, Olsen & Sands only operated
between 1956-1958).

February 7: Drawing set (8 sheets) by carpenter George
Nelson for a two-story, rear addition to the See House
including the parish hall downstairs and upstairs apartment.

Undated drawings: St Peters Sanctuary Renovation and
Repair including diagonal bracing, by architectural firm Foss,
Olsen & Sands, AIA, Juneau, AK, 1 sheet (Foss, Olsen & Sands
only operated between 1956-1958).

Leo Rowe, Bishop Rowe’s son, gifts Bishop Rowe’s papers to
the Episcopal Church Archives in Austin, Texas.

Leo Rowe dies; interred in St. Peter’s churchyard.

1969 or 1979 (two dates listed in various sources).

Pipe organ ordered, built, and installed in St. Peter’s.
Installed by Dr. R. Byard Fritts of Tacoma, Washington.

This likely resulted in the raised floor in front of the altar and
the changes to the west wall of the east transept.

Alaska becomes a Diocese of the Episcopal Church, rather
than a Missionary District.

St. Peter’s by-the-See and See House listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

August 1979 and April 1980, drawing set for the See House
Renovations, Ackley Jensen Architects Juneau, AK.

Stations of the Cross, carved soapstone, created and installed
by Alaska artist Donna Standerwick.

St. Peter’s archives established.

December 25: Fire in church.

100th Anniversary of the Episcopal Church in Alaska.

Church roof and side walls are re-shingled to match the
original.
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1998

1999

2003

c. 2010

2015-2016

c.2019 - 2020

Undated

January 4: See House, As-Built Drawings, 4 sheets (these pre-
date the work done in 1999).

December 21: See House, Robert Fehlberg Architect, draft
project drawings, 15 sheets.

Glastonbury Thorn arrives.

May 1999: See House, Robert Fehlberg Architect project
drawings, 22 sheets.

Glastonbury Thorn dedicated.

November 17: See House, Robert Fehlberg Architect, project
drawings 23 sheets.

Columbarium established in west transcript which required
the chimney to be removed.

Stained glass repairs; including moving a lower window from
the east to the west transept.

See House re-roofing campaign

Church chimney removed
Church belfry rebuilt / redesigned

Church front stairs and entry door changed

CHAPTER 6 ENDNOTES

Thomas Jenkins, The Man of Alaska, 54.
Thomas Jenkins, The Man of Alaska, 60-61.

Robert N. DeArmond. “Around & About Alaska: Early Churches Part
8.” Sitka Daily Sentinel. March 23,1995, 5.

Thomas Jenkins, The Man of Alaska, 251-2.
Thomas Jenkins, The Man of Alaska, 262.
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7. Character-Defining
Features

Character-defining features are the visual aspects and physical features that
comprise the appearance of an historic building. Character-defining features
include the overall shape of the building, its materials, craftsmanship, stylistic
elements, decorative details, interior spaces and features, as well as the various
aspects of its site and environment. The purpose of identifying character-
defining features is to understand the individual character of buildings, and
to provide a framework of what aspects of the building should be considered
when undergoing any repairs or treatment.

SITE

Location relationship of St. Peter’s church to the See House

Siting of the church and See House on the lot both face Crescent Bay
Bishop Rowe and family gravestones

Fieldstone churchyard walls and end posts with jagged rock cap
Wrought iron gate with decorative fleur-de-lis caps within fieldstone wall

Archives Building (originally an auto garage) located on the paved drive,
southeast of the See House

BUILDING EXTERIOR

Bilateral symmetrical layout centered on belfry
Cruciform plan with east and west transepts
Symmetrical entry vestibule centered on south facade
Randomly laid fieldstone foundation and lower walls
Battered fieldstone buttresses

Half-timber framing and fieldstone wall infill at lower half of walls with
painted wood shingles at upper half

Wood shingle roof to weather
Steeply pitched roofs sloped 12:12 with flared eaves
Belfry with pyramidal metal spire

Hooded arches at gable ends of roof
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Figure 7.1: Half-timber framing and fieldstone wall infill at
lower half of walls with painted wood shingles at upper
half.

Figure 7.2: Steeply pitched roof with eaves, hooded arches
at gable ends, belfry with pyramidal metal spires.

« Entry stairs and porch with fieldstone knee
walls; stairs centered on building gable end wall

+  Window configuration with rectangular fixed
windows below and fan lite operable transoms
above, each with decorative colored and leaded
glass

+ Northwest and northeast nave windows that
contain more decorative stained glass than the
typical church windows

+  Wood window sills

* Rose window at south facade centered at the
gable

« Nine-lite, arched, stained glass window at north
facade

BUILDING INTERIOR

«  Entry vestibule attached to south end of nave

+ Nave, central aisle, side aisles, and pew
configuration

+  Wood pews with trefoil motif at ends

«  Douglas fir tongue-and-groove wood flooring
«  Exposed wood trusses and wall corbels

+  King posts with teardrop finials at trusses

« Diagonal tongue-and-groove beadboard ceiling
organized in panel sections between trusses

+ Baptismal font

« Carved wood altar

« Carved wood eagle lectern

« Stained glass windows

+ Transept rooms at east and west

« Original door to west transept

+ Original flooring and ceiling at east transept

+  Hymnal board
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Figure 7.3: Nave, central aisle, side aisles, and pew configuration.

Figure 7.4: Exposed wood trusses, king posts with teardrop Figure 7.5: Carved wood eagle lectern in sanctuary.
finials.
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8. Condition Assessment

INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY

SURVEY METHODOLOGY

St. Peter's by-the-Sea was visually surveyed during a site visit in October
2020 conducted by FFA Architecture and Interiors staff in conjunction with
architecture + history, llc. A structural and masonry assessment was conducted
in December 2021 by BBFM Engineers and National Park Service specialists.
The survey methodology for the buildings and structures involved visual
observations conducted at the ground level of building exteriors. Interior
spaces were also inspected during the October 2020 site visit. Investigative
techniques were conducted using non-destructive methods and tools. Historic
research and resource inspections informed the descriptions and condition
assessments presented below.

CONDITION DEFINITIONS

The condition of the building elements that were evaluated are categorized in a
good, fair, poor rating systems, defined as:

Good - The building or structure element or feature appears to be functionally
and structurally sound and exhibits only minor wear and tear or minor
deterioration of surfaces. Repair or rehabilitation is not required; however,
routine maintenance will ensure continued good condition.

Fair — The building or structure element, feature or components of the feature
show signs of aging, deterioration and possible future failure. While the element
or feature is still structurally adequate, corrective maintenance and repair is
required within a moderate period of time (approximately 3-5 years).

Poor — The building or structure element shows extensive deterioration, is
missing, or shows signs of imminent failure if corrective actionisnotimmediately
taken. Major corrective repair or replacement is required. Applicable laws,
codes, regulations and other requirements must be considered before any
rehabilitation work can begin.
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EXTERIOR CONDITIONS

SITE ACCESSIBILITY

The front (entry) fagade of St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church faces south
towards Crescent Bay and is accessed directly from Lincoln Street just south of
the property (Figure 8.1). Vehicle entry into the site is provided by driveways
located east and west of the church leading to a one-way asphalt paved loop
around the church. The asphalt drive is connected to small parking areas
scattered on the east and west sides of the building as well as adjacent to the See
House (Figure 8.2). The drive provides access to concrete pathways that connect
parking to both the front and rear building entrances (Figure 8.3). The Lincoln
Street entrance is bounded by a rubble fieldstone wall and wrought iron gate
leading to a concrete pathway that serves the primary (front) entrance (Figure
8.4). Concrete stairs flanked by fieldstone kneewalls provide access to the
front entry landing, entry doors, and vestibule (Figure 8.5). Another concrete
pathway splits from the main pathway and connects to the east parking lot.
The stairs have round metal pipe handrails without balustrades or horizontal
railing infill and without handrail extensions at landings. The secondary (rear)
entrance on the north facade of the building is accessed from a combination
concrete ramp and stairs from the north parking area and a partially accessible
concrete pathway connected to the west driveway (Figure 8.6). The concrete
ramp/stairs have a metal pipe handrail on their east side which connects to the
north building wall (Figure 8.7).

Figure 8.1: St. Peter's is accessed directly from Lincoln Street, just south of the property.
Vehicle entry into the site is provided by a one-way asphalt paved loop around the church
accessed from Lincoln Street, looking south towards Crescent Bay.
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Figure 8.2: The drive provides access to parking on the east

i e > Figure 8.5: Concrete stairs flanked by fieldstone kneewalls
and west sides of the building, looking north.

provide access to the front entry landing, entry doors, and

vestibule.
Figure 8.3: The drive also provides access to concrete Figure 8.6: Secondary (rear) entrance on the north facade of
pathways that connect parking to both the front and rear the building is accessed from a combination concrete ramp
building entrances, looking southwest. and stairs.
Figure 8.4: Lincoln Street entrance leading to a concrete Figure 8.7: The concrete ramp/stairs have a metal pipe
pathway that serves the primary (front) entrance. handrail on their east side.
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Figure 8.8: Designated van accessible parking space does
not have an access aisle, and is not attached to a compliant
accessible route connecting parking to building entry.

Figure 8.9: The pipe handrail serving the combination ramp/
stairs at the north entry is not continuous and is lower than
the required 34-38” height required by code.

Figure 8.10: Loose stones and crumbling mortar caps on
entrance stair walls are a falling hazard and potential
tripping hazard.

Condition

Public access from the city sidewalk to the front
entry doorsisnotaccessible due to the need for users
to climb stairs to reach the entry doors. Moreover,
the building lacks both an accessible route from the
city sidewalk to the north entry door and a fully
code-compliant accessible route from designated
accessible parking to accessible building entry. The
existing designated van accessible parking space
located east of the church is placed on a sloping site,
does not have an access aisle, and is not attached
to a compliant accessible route connecting parking
to building entry (Figure 8.8). The existing concrete
pathway providing entry to the north door does
not meet slope or width requirements and the clear
floor space at the landing of the north door does
not meet code minimum of 50” wide by 60” deep.
The pipe handrail serving the combination ramp/
stairs at the north entry is not continuous and is
lower than the required 34-38” height required by
code (Figure 8.9).

Building Egress

The church lacks two compliant means of egress.
While two sets of exit doors are present in the
building, the north door is accessed from the nave
of the church by passing through an intervening
room (the vestry) and the south (primary) exit
door requires passing through two sets of double
doors which are narrower than the required 32-
inch minimum width per door leaf. Considering
the assumed occupant load of the church based
upon 2012 International Building Code with an
occupancy designation of A-3 Assembly Group
and fixed seating, there is an assumed total of 102
occupants in the church. There are 2 required exits
from the church and each exit must have at least
one door leaf measuring a minimum of 32 inches
in width. The door leaves from the nave into the
vestibule and from the vestibule to the exterior
are 27 inches in width and do not meet the code
minimum door width.

Front Entry Stairs

Loose stones and crumbling mortar caps were
visible on entrance stair walls creating both a
falling hazard and potential tripping hazard (Figure
8.10). Significant vegetative growth was noted on
masonry stair walls and on the Glastonbury Thorn
rock and plaque located at the southwest corner of
the property.
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The metal pipe handrails at the front entry stairs do
not meet code compliance for handrail extension
continuity — must return to a wall, guard, or the
walking surface — and required guardrails at the
top treads or entry landing where the fall height is
greater than 30 inches. The metal handrails at both
front and rear doors are rusted on their top surfaces
and lower areas of the posts.

STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS

The St. Peter’s Church has a rubble masonry
foundation laid on a single course of leveling
bricks. The exposed portions of the foundation
wall have a thick masonry parge coat, painted red
to match the building’s shingles, which partially
conceals the foundation structure. The brick
leveling course provides a base for the half-timber
post construction and stone masonry wall infill.
Rectangular crawlspace vents with mesh wire
are located along the foundation on the east and
west facades providing some ventilation for the
crawlspace. The masonry used for the foundation,
wall infill, stair walls, and wall buttresses are
constructed of irregular-shaped stones randomly
laid with mortar joints. The wood floor structure
consists of 2” by 11-3/4” solid sawn floor joists
spaced 24” on center, cut at their ends to rest on the
brick leveling course (Figure 8.11). The joists are
supported along their lengths with 8" by 8" wood
girders spaced 7'-6" on center, that are themselves
supported by masonry foundation piers spaced 9
feet on center (Figure 8.12). Flooring consists of
7/8" diagonal tongue-and-groove sheathing boards
with 3/4" spacers supporting 3/4" by 3-1/4” tongue-
and-groove Douglas fir finish flooring.

Exterior walls are constructed in a half-timber
appearance with 9 1/8” by 9 1/8” wood columns at
building corners, and 5-3/4” by 9-1/8” (assumed
depth based upon corner columns) columns,
headers, and sills at window openings (Figure 8.13).
Vertical and horizontal timber framing members are
positioned as the rough framing around windows
which are centered in wall bays spaced at 10 feet on
center. Walls are infilled with mortared rubble stone
masonry up to the underside of the timber top plate
at approximately 9 feet in height and assumed to be
the full depth of the exterior walls.

Six stone masonry buttresses (3 on the east and 3
on the west facades) are aligned with each of the
3 scissor roof trusses in the interior. Structural
evaluation concluded that the masonry buttresses
appear to be ornamental and do not support

Figure 8.11: The wood floor structure consists of 2" by 11-
7/8" solid sawn floor joists spaced 24" on center, cut at ends
to rest on the brick leveling course. Photo credit: Grant
Crosby

Figure 8.12: Flooring is supported by narrow beams at
intermediate masonry foundation piers. Photo credit: Grant
Crosby

Figure 8.13: Typical half-timber framing positioned around
windows centered in wall bays.
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Figure 8.14: Buttresses span from the ground up to the Figure 8.16: Roof rafter on top plate. Photo credit: Grant
underside of the roof soffit. Crosby

Figure 8.15: Trusses are supported by wood timber corbels Figure 8.17: Cracks on the masonry mortar joints at the
located at the ends of truss lower chords. buttresses.
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building loads or outward thrust from the scissor trusses. The buttresses are
constructed with the same mortared rubble masonry found elsewhere on the
church, spanning from the ground up to the underside of the roof soffit, and are
built with a slight batter (Figure 8.14).

The roof structural system consists of lumber 2” by 5-3/4” rafters spaced at 24”
on center. Rafters are supported by solid sawn wood beams at the ridge and an
intermediate beam halfway downslope between the ridge and exterior walls.
Roof beams are supported by the exposed "scissor" type timber trusses spaced
at 10 feet on center which are anchored to wood wall framing. Roof rafters are
attached to the stud wall top plate with a toenail joint connection, common for
the period of construction. The rafters provide gravity support for the roofing
assembly by distributing the load to the exterior walls while the trusses and
buttresses prevent the exterior walls from separating by providing tension ties
between the walls and the roof. Trusses are supported by wood timber corbels
located at the ends of truss lower chords (Figure 8.15) and rafters sit on a built-
up top plate constructed from (2) 2” by 8-1/2” members on top of a 5-3/4” by
8-1/2” member. The wood scissor trusses consist of 3-3/4" by 7-3/4" top chords
and collar ties configured with a king post. The diagonal bottom scissor chords
are off set from the top chords and are continuous from wall to midpoint of
the top chord and are 2 3/4” x 7 3/4” members. The king posts are bolted to
the diagonal tension ties (which extend from the wall top plate to the midspan
of the roof) and strapped to the horizontal tension tie (which extends from
roof midspan to roof midspan) (Figure 8.16). All connections between truss
members use a single 3/4" diameter through bolt. Upper chords are strapped to
the top of the king post at the ridge and are through-bolted to 3-3/4" by 7-3/4"
wall corbels at their lower ends. Corbels are bolted to the wall bearing studs and
to the truss top chords. All wood framing members have an eased 3/4” chamfer
edge providing a decorative touch to the dressed timber framing. Truss wood-
to-wood connections are both through-bolted and lag-bolted. Tongue-and-
groove ceiling finish boards run diagonally between trusses and fasten to the
underside of rafters. Roof sheathing consists of oriented strand board (OSB)
placed over 3/4” by 5-3/4” skip sheathing boards.

The wood framed belfry is situated on a platform and anchored to the main
roof’s framing and sheathing. The original open-air belfry was constructed
with 4 corner posts and canted to taper from the main roof up to the spire. The
4 corner posts are intact but have been infilled with wall framing and plank
board sheathing. It is unclear whether the belfry framing is simply overframed
and fastened to the main roof’s sheathing or framing members extend down
into the rafter assembly to provide a more positive connection. Structural
connection from the belfry to the main roof could not be accessed due to
the floor of the belfry being sealed and concealing the main roof. Bituminous
waterproofing has been applied to the belfry floor surface. Tongue-and-groove
beadboard paneling covers the interior of the belfry roof. The functional cast
bell is secured to a cast iron frame placed on top of a square wood base that is
bolted to the main roof of the church. The bell hardware, pulley, and rope are
intact and attach to a grooved wood wheel that provides motion and allows the
bell to swing.

East and west transept walls are constructed similar to the main walls of the
church, with post and beam half-timber framing infilled with rubble stone
masonry, and the roof rafters and sheathing have been overframed onto the
main roof.
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Figure 8.18: High soil levels on the exterior walls of the Figure 8.20: Rot deterioration and checking on half-timber
sacristy (east facade). framing column.
Figure 8.19: Visible debris between floor joists, minimal Figure 8.21: Spalling on parge coat, exposing mortar.

separation from soil, and decay at joist blocking. Photo
credit: Grant Crosby
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Condition

Visual inspection concluded that the overall condition of structural systems are
good and there is no indication of failure or deterioration of primary structural
elements. Evaluation confirmed that the roof and roof components, including
the integrity of truss members, capacity, and connections are in good condition
without structural concerns. Assessment by qualified professionals determined
that there was no indication of stress or failure in the truss system. Structural
review of masonry buttresses concluded that masonry buttresses appear to be
ornamental and do not provide structural support to building loads. However,
the mortar on the masonry buttresses is in poor condition and has significantly
deteriorated due to prolonged water infiltration from roof runoff and repeated
freeze-thaw cycles. Large cracks are visible on the masonry mortar joints at the
buttresses, which have caused stones to loosen and separate from the mortar
(Figure 8.17). There is evidence of past mortar repairs on several buttresses,
which likely indicates water infilation into the mortar in the past. Weep holes
on exterior masonry infill walls, visible at each bay on the east and west facades,
allow water to drain from the wall cavity.

The stone and brick foundation exterior walls and interior beam footings at
the building's northeast corner were investigated by NPS Grant Crosby and St.
Peter’s Junior Warden, Loyd Platson during a visit to the building in April 2021.
Flooring in the sacristy was wet after heavy rains had saturated the exterior
ground and the investigation was conducted to explore the cause. Photographs
of the floor framing interface with the foundation walls indicate possible
localized settlement of the masonry foundation at the sacristy due to saturated
soils. Soil levels around the sacristy are high relative to interior framing and
stormwater may be penetrating through the masonry and/or floor framing/floor
sheathing into the building interior (Figure 8.18). This diagnosis was confirmed
by Structural Engineer, Troy Feller and NPS Masonry Specialist, Sterling
Holdorf when they evaluated the structural components of the church floor
furing their site visitin December 2021. The crawlspace was too shallow to allow
access to the northeast corner of the building (below Sacristy), but structural
review suggests that the probable cause for the slight downward deflection of
the Sacristy flooring is likely due to wood rot at the ends of floor joist(s) that are
in contact with masonry. Soil contact and moisture infiltration is the probable
cause for wood decay at the end of joist(s). Photographs indicate that decay
may be limited to end grain surfaces and has not propagated down the length
of the joists. Photographs also indicate considerable amounts of debris (wood
scraps, mortar, vegetative material) between joists, minimal separation between
wood elements and soil, and decay at joist blocking (Figure 8.19).

Half-timber framing at northeast exterior walls exhibits signs of rot
deterioration at column ends and checking along timber faces (Figure 8.20).
Paint has failed at many locations allowing moisture penetration into the wood,
causing further deterioration. Sealant joints at bottom ends of columns may be
trapping moisture in the timber end grain and accelerating deterioration. Some
spalling on brick parge coat has exposed mortar, making it more susceptible to
moisture intrusion (Figure 8.21).

The condition of the belfry to main roof connection is unknown due to structural
components of the main roof not being visibly accessible. The corner posts,
exterior walls, and the interior of the belfry are in good condition, without any
indication of water intrusion. There is evidence of weathering and localized
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wood rot on exterior trim, visible loose shingles and nails, as well as surface
rust on bell hardware. However, these are minor issues that can be addressed in
future reroofing campaigns. Considering the exposed location of the belfry and
lack of regular maintenance access, the belfry is in good condition.

ROOF AND GUTTERS

All roofs are covered in cedar shingles laid with 5-1/2” exposure. The main roof
is a simple gable configuration with smaller cross gable roofs over the transepts.
All roofs cantilever approximately 12”-16” at the gable ends forming hooded
arches which are covered with wall shingles painted red. All roofs are sloped
12:12 and terminated with flared eaves at their lower ends (Figure 8.22). Eave
sides of the roof cantilever approximately 16” from the exterior wall and are
finished with tongue-and-groove soffits and ogee molding. Soffits, molding, and
corbels are painted red. Soffits at the entry vestibule roof are supported by flat
decorative corbels with an ogee profile not found elsewhere on the building
and the siding at the hooded arch is infilled with tongue-and-groove siding and
rough sawn square studs (Figure 8.23).

The square-shaped belfry is positioned on the main roof ridge near the south
facade and has a steeply pitched, pyramidal hipped roof with an approximate
roof slope of 84:12. The construction and design of the belfry roof is consistent
with the main roof form and features, including the flared eaves, tongue-and-
groove soffits, molding, and shingle cladding. The belfry base and exterior
walls are wood-frame, clad in red-painted cedar wall shingles and fitted with
a wood louver on all four sides. The louver on the north wall is fit with hinges
and swings outward, proving access to the interior of the belfry. At the peak of
the belfry is a metal finial (stainless steel or aluminum) created from an obelisk
shape topped with a circular disk and terminated by a cross. The belfry was
originally constructed with an open-air middle section where observers could
view the church bell from the exterior but was enclosed in later years.

Roof weather protection and drainage on the building consist of predominantly
copper flashings, gutters, and downspouts. Flashing is installed at ridges,
valleys, and at the belfry’s headwall joint (transition from wall shingles to main
roof shingles). The metal flashing at the belfry appear’s to be a painted metal
rather than copper. Gutters are installed only at the transept roofs and consist
of K-style copper gutters attached to the fascia and 3” round downspouts
fastened to wall corner columns. Several downspouts have black plastic pipe
extensions attached to their lower ends to direct water runoff away from the
building but those located on the east transept discharge within close proximity
to the foundation and exterior walls (Figure 8.24).

Condition

The roof is in good condition with evidence of elevated moisture exposure and
poor drying in localized areas. Prolonged moisture retention in wood shingles
have the potential to lead to decay and will progressively promote growth of
decay mechanisms. Roof shingles at various locations exhibit biological growth
(mold, mildew, moss, and lichen) which retain moisture and increases the risk of
slowly degrading the material integrity. Heavy biological growth was observed on
the belfry roof and lower wall shingles as well as the eaves and rakes of the main
roof (Figure 8.25). Moderate levels of biological growth were detected across roof
shingle surfaces. Additionally, roof shingles are missing from various locations on
the main roof due to loose fastenings, wind, and poor quality of original material.
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Figure 8.22: All roofs are sloped approximately 12:12 with Figure 8.25: Heavy biological growth on the belfry roof,
flared eaves at lower ends. lower wall shingles, and the eaves and rakes of the main
roof.

Figure 8.23: Soffits at the vestibule roof are supported Figure 8.26: The downspout is disconnected at the northeast
by flat decorative corbels with an ogee profile not found corner of the church, causing water to flow onto building
elsewhere on the building. walls.

Figure 8.24: Several downspouts have black plastic pipe Figure 8.27: Metal flashing at the top of roof valley is poorly
extensions attached to their lower ends, those located on constructed and may not be properly directing water from
the east transept discharge close to the building. the roof.
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The absence of gutters on the main roof has created a trench at the dripline
around the building, collecting water and causing runoff to splash back onto
wood and masonry wall surfaces. The downspout connection at the northeast
corner of the building is disconnected allowing water to flow onto building
walls (Figure 8.26). Metal flashing in roof valleys is poorly constructed and may
not be properly directing water from the roof (Figure 8.27). Step flashing at
roof-to-sidewalls was not visible but splashback from the main roof onto the
transept roofs is allowing water to saturate wood wall and roof shingles and
possibly infiltrating underlying wood sheathing.

EXTERIOR WALLS

The walls of St. Peter’s Church are constructed of half-timber framing com-
prised of continuous columns (at corners, window/door openings and some
mid-wall locations), horizontal beams spanning between columns (below win-
dow openings), and continuous header beams (above window openings). Wall
panels between timber framing is infilled with rubble stone masonry. Battered
stone masonry buttresses define the wall and window bays on the east and west
facades. The layout of the half-timber framing establishes horizontal datums
that occur at approximately 3’ above the finished floor (directly beneath the
window sill) and 8°-3” above the finished floor (directly above the windows)
(Figure 8.28). Masonry infill is constructed of rubble stonework dressed with
mortar joints consisting of coarser fine aggregate mix that is generally tooled to
the face of stone. Mortar on the buttresses is a combination of coarse aggregate
with fine, sandy mortar that is black in color (Figure 8.29). The timber beam
at the head of the windows provides a continuous datum around the building
and divides the lower masonry walls from the upper shingle walls. Each facade,
with the exception of the north, is constructed of half-timber framing infilled
with rubble masonry and all facades are clad with cedar shingles above the tim-
ber datum. However, the original wall cladding below the timber datum at the
north facade has been replaced with T-11 plywood siding installed in a reverse

Figure 8.28: Half-timber framing establishes horizontal datums approximately 3' and 8'-3"
above the finished floor (below the window sill and above the windows).
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Figure 8.29: Mortar on the buttresses is a combination of Figure 8.31: Cedar wall shingles decoratively wrap around
coarse aggregate with fine, sandy mortar that is black in semicircular transom window openings in lieu of wood trim.
color.

Figure 8.30: Original wall cladding below the timber datum Figure 8.32: Evidence of wood decay at bottom edge of
has been replaced with T1-11 plywood siding. plywood siding on northeast corner of building.
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Figure 8.36: Secondary entrance stamped metal door
painted white stimulates a stile-and-rail door with lower

panels and upper glazed half-lite.

Figure 8.33: Shingles and plywood siding contain elevated
moisture levels and evidence of biological growth.

Figure 8.37: Interior door between the nave and the vestry
is original wood stile-and-rail with tongue-and-groove

panel infill.

Figure 8.34: Damaged wire mesh on crawl space vent at the
east facade.

Figure 8.38: Non-original pair of stile-and-rail wood doors

Figure 8.35: Main entry doors on the south facade with
with full glazing lites between the nave and the vestibule.

carved wood sign above entitled "St. Peter's-by-the-Sea
Episcopal Church".
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board and batten pattern (Figure 8.30). The cedar wall shingles above the da-
tum are laid in a uniform pattern with a 6” exposure up to the underside of the
roof soffit. Wall shingles are decoratively wrapped around window openings in
lieu of the use of wood trim (Figure 8.31). All exterior wood timber, shingles,
plywood siding, and trim is painted a brick red color.

Condition

Overall, the exterior walls are in good condition with some deterioration due
to prolonged moisture exposure and retention. High soil levels along the north
facade and around the east transept prevent adequate separation between the
soil and wood elements leading to moisture intrusion (from direct contact with
soil and ground surface water) and potential decay. The wood decay observed
at the crawlspace wood in the northeast corner of the church is a product of
the high soil levels. The north fagade has evidence of wood decay at bottom
edge of the plywood siding at the northeast corner of the building (Figure 8.32).
Moisture infiltration has caused paint delamination and failure at the plywood
which will further expose wood material and accelerate the decay process. Paint
on exterior wall shingles and plywood siding is weathered in many locations
allowing moisture penetration into the wood material and subsequent cupping
of shingles. Shingles and plywood contain biological growth on many surfaces,
with elevated levels observed on the north facade (Figure 8.33). Some shingles
are missing on the gable end of the east transept, exposing the sheathing to the
weather. Infill masonry is in good condition, with some evidence of vegetation
and biological growth on stone masonry surfaces and joints. Organic material
at masonry joints causes elevated moisture levels and will erode mortar over
time and compromise the physical integrity of the material. Wire mesh on a
crawlspace vent has been damaged creating an opening large enough for pests
to enter (Figure 8.34). Rodents and other pests have the potential to damage
wood framing and flooring and create nests which reduce the clearance between
wood elements and the soil.

DOORS

The main entry to the church is located on the south facade and consists of a
pair of outswing, stile-and-rail, metal-skinned doors with full glazing lites. Each
door leaf is 27” wide, painted red, and fitted on the exterior with a stainless steel
pull handle, ball bearing hinges, meeting stile and sill weatherstripping, and a
single rim cylinder deadbolt lock on the east leaf. Interior hardware consists
of door closers, push plates, and door stops. The door set is trimmed on the
exterior and interior with flat casing at the jambs and head, painted red. Above
the exterior head casing is located the painted wood church sign with white
carved letters entitled “St. Peter’s-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church.” (Figure 8.35)

A secondary entrance to the church is located on the west corner of the north
facade providing access into the west transept. The door is stamped metal
painted white and simulates a stile-and-rail door with two lower panels and an
upper glazed half-lite (Figure 8.36). The door swings outwards onto the small
concrete landing and is fitted with a lever handle lockset, aluminum threshold,
and interior side closer. There is evidence of the original stone and timber above
the modified door frame and the casing trim installed at the door is placed on
top of the original timber columns. At the interior, the door frame is installed
within a framed, gypsum board finish wall that conceals the original exterior
wall finishes.
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Figure 8.39: The north entrance door threshold exceeds the
1/2" maximum height and is not accessible.

Figure 8.40: Typical windows of lower sash rectangular
leaded stained glass windows with an upper semicircular
leaded glass transom on the east and west facades.

Figure 8.41: Divided stained-glass window on the north
facade configured to match the hooded arches throughout
the building.

Interior door types include an original wood stile-
and-rail door with tongue-and-groove panel infill
at the opening between the nave and the vestry
(Figure 8.37), a single thickness, tongue-and-groove
beadboard door at the opening between the nave
and the sacristy, and a non-original pair of stile-
and-rail wood doors with full glazing lites between
the nave and the vestibule (Figure 8.38). There is
a variety of hardware types and materials used at
interior doors including brass, bronze, aluminum,
and stainless steel. The majority of the original
doors and door trim have been removed, but
original doorway openings remain intact at most
locations. As a result of the installation of the raised
floor at the altar, a wooden step is placed in the
vestry at the doorway opening which leads up the
altar and entry into the sacristy from the sanctuary
requires a step down.

Condition

The exterior doors are in good condition with
normal wear. Door framing, flashing and weather
stripping at the main entrance are also in good
condition. Door hardware has visible signs of
rusting on the hinges and at screws on the pull plates
and sill weatherstripping. The rear entrance door is
in good condition. The door threshold of the north
entrance exceeds the 1/2" maximum height and is
not accessible (Figure 8.39). The concrete pathway
leading to the rear entrance door has a large surface
crack near the door threshold, causing the surface
to be uneven and potentially hazardous.

Interior doors are in good condition. Paint is
deteriorating at the threshold of the doorway from
the sanctuary to the vestibule and the doorway
leading to the sacristy has a step and uneven
flooring at the threshold that is not code compliant.
The original door at the vestry appears to have
had a different hardware set that was removed and
replaced with a decorative escutcheon on both side
of the door. The interior side of door has missing
paint around the escutcheon.

WINDOWS

All windows are constructed of wood and painted.
The typical windows found in the bays of the
east and west facades consist of a lower sash of
rectangular leaded stained-glass with an upper,
operable transom sash of semicircular leaded glass
(Figure 8.40). There is a large, stained-glass rose
window placed above the vestibule roof on the
south facade and a monumental divided stained-
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glass window on the north facade configured to
match the hooded arches found throughout the
building (Figure 8.41). The typical windows at the
east and west facades have their rectangular sash
portion inset within the half-timber framing and
their semicircular sash inset within the shingle band
at the top of the wall. The rose window is set within
the shingled wall of the south gable and does not
have a defined sill while the north window spans
between the half-timber wall below and the shingled
wall above. There is a partial plexiglass covering on
the upper portion of the rose window and sheet
metal flashing protecting the lower area of the
window sash and frame. All stained-glass windows
with exception of the rose window are positioned
between a single layer of clear glass at the interior
and a layer of protection plexiglass at the exterior.
The plexiglass coverings are secured to the exterior
wood trim. Interior glazing and plexiglass were
installed in 2015 to improve thermal performance
and provide protection from the elements. Repairs
were also conducted in 2015-2016 that included the
altar window and the restoration of the east transept
window which was removed from its original
location and reinstalled in the vestry. Standard
glazing replaced the original east transept window
after its removal.

Condition

The leaded stained-glass windows are in good
condition throughout the building. The lead came
that holds the stained glass together appears to be
maintaining its structural integrity, and the stained
glass is in good condition with only a few visible
cracks noted on the north facade window. Wood
sills of windows on the east (window closest to the
transept) and north facades have visible signs of
deterioration where paint has failed, causing the
wood to be exposed to the weather and susceptible
to moisture intrusion (Figure 8.42). A clear sealant
has been applied to the bottom of plexiglass
coverings, which has the potential to trap moisture.
Condensation was visible between the leaded glass
and plexiglass covering on the northeast window.
Paint on the frame and muntins of the rose window
has weathered and the metal flashing has visible rust
stains (Figure 8.43).

Figure 8.42: Visible deterioration on wood sill of windows
on the east and north facades. Paint failure has caused
wood to weather and be susceptible to moisture intrusion.

Figure 8.43: Weathered frame and muntins, and rust stains
on the rose window located on the south facade.
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INTERIOR CONDITIONS

INTERIOR WALLS

Typical interior wall finishes include original plaster and lath, original Douglas
fir tongue-and-groove walls, non-original gypsum board, and non-original
fiberboard. The sanctuary consists primarily of plaster finish thatis painted white
and extends from the floor to the roof, covering the window opening arches.
Multiple plaster layers are visible at the interior window and wall interface
indicating the different plasters have been applied overtime. Fiberboard faux
wainscoting with vertical v-grooves and chair rail trim was added to the lower
walls in the sanctuary over original plaster or replacement gypsum board. An
elaborate white oak wall screen with detailed carvings and moldings is placed
on the south wall of the sanctuary around the entrance from the vestibule. The
screen was originally located at the north wall of the altar, where it sat closer to
the floor but has been raised in its current location with the use of fir spacers
that elevate the screen approximately 3’ above the floor.

The interior walls of individual rooms contain both original tongue-and-groove
wood finishes and non-original gypsum board. The vestibule, vestry and sacristy
all retain some amount of historic finishes which have been modified with newer
materials during different building repairs. Original Douglas fir tongue-and-
groove beadboard walls are oriented diagonally across the walls and ceilings of
both the vestry and the sacristy. The wood panels are stained and coated with a
glossy finish. The south, west, and upper portion of the north walls of the vestry
have original tongue-and-groove wall finishes while the lower area of the north
wall has been built out with gypsum board walls that were a later addition to
improve insulation. The east wall of the vestry was also finished with gypsum
board up to the level of the ceiling and is further finished with the columbarium
woodwork. The southern corner of the east wall is not completely finished at the
floor level allowing electrical wiring in the stud cavity to be exposed. An electric
baseboard heater is also located on the east wall beneath the columbarium. At
the sacristy, tongue-and-groove finishes are intact, but white plywood paneling
has been installed over the tongue-and-groove behind cabinets and electrical
panels. On the west wall, the original tongue-and-groove has been replaced
behind the organ with a newer, square-edge tongue-and-groove board attached
to exposed stud framing. Some of the original tongue-and-groove remains at
the lower area of the west wall. Wall hung, clear finished wood cabinets (upper
and lower cabinet units) and plastic laminate countertop are attached to the
north, east, and south walls.

The entrance vestibule walls are finished with gypsum board up to the ceiling
and capped with a 1/4” round painted wood bead trim at the top. Walls are
painted white and 3/4” x 4-1/4” wood baseboards with 1/4" round base shoe
are painted brown. The room is finished with gypsum, with exception of the
north wall which has the original tongue-and-groove wood finish.

Condition

Plaster and gypsum finishes are in mostly good condition without substantial
indications of water intrusion. The original design of the vestry and sacristy
rooms have been reconfigured, which has slightly altered the original layout of
the interior walls. The vestibule has evidence of water intrusion with blistering
gypsum board surfaces above the doorway and an electrical outlet that is rust-
ing due to its location under the coat rack.
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CEILINGS

Ceiling finishes are Douglas fir tongue-and-
groove beadboard laid in a diagonal pattern that
is consistent throughout the church. Ceiling panel
sections in the sanctuary are bounded by the trusses
and purlins with diagonal boards of each panel
section converging at the intersection of trusses and
purlins (Figure 8.44). Edges of the ceiling panels
are trimmed with a cyma reversa molding profile at
truss and purlin joints and a cavetto profile at wall
caps (Figure 8.45).

Condition

Original ceiling finishes remain intact and are in
good condition in all interior rooms. The tongue-
and-groove beadboard ceiling finish did not have any
visible leaking or water damage that was visible from
the ground level. The finish stain is not consistent
on the the beadboard in the sanctuary, and the stain
appears to be faded or unevenly applied in certain
locations.

FLOORS

The interior floors of the church are original Douglas
fir tongue-and-groove with a 3 1/4” exposure.
The raised altar platform is original, though an
additional wooden platform was added in front of
the altar. The sanctuary and sacristy have original
wood flooring, though the center aisle and raised
platform below the altar have been covered with a
dark burgundy-colored carpet. The vestibule and
vestry have tile flooring that consists of non-original
18” x 18” square, ceramic beige-colored tiles that
were a later addition. It is unknown if the original
flooring was removed or is intact beneath the tile
flooring.

Condition

The Douglas-fir tongue-and-groove floor finish
exhibits a normal level of wear on the surface. The
wood floor surface does not appear to be waxed,
or the coating has significantly diminished due to
normal wear. The carpet and ceramic tile flooring
are not original but are both in good condition.

Figure 8.44: Ceiling panel sections in sanctuary bound with
diagonal tongue-and-groove beadboard that converges at
intersections.

Figure 8.45: Cyma reversa molding profile at truss and purlin
joints, and cavetto profile at wall caps.
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EQUIPMENT

ELECTRICAL

The electrical main distribution panel is located on the east wall of the kitchen
(Figure 8.46). Multiple pull box extensions powering heating and lighting
systems extend from the panel. Electric resistance baseboard heaters are
mounted on the lower east and west walls of the sanctuary. Older floor heat
registers are no longer in use and have been sealed closed. Heat pump terminal
units have been installed on the upper walls of the sanctuary. The sanctuary is
illuminated by four decorative brass and opaque glass light fixtures that extend
from the ceiling on each side of the aisle.

Condition

Heating equipment is not appropriately integrated into the historic character of
the building. Heat pump units at the sides of the sanctuary visually detract from
the white walls and wood ceilings. Baseboard heaters project into the narrow
side aisles, limiting floor space (Figure 8.47). Heat pump units effectively heat
the space, but acoustically interfere during services and while the space is in
use. Floor heat grilles no longer in use should be removed, and wood floors
should be restored following their removal. The electrical panel appears heavily
relied on for heating, power, and lighting systems. An upgrade to meet future
needs should be considered. The electrical ceiling components (fans, flood
lights, conduits) distract from the historic character of the church.
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Figure 8.46: Electrical main distribution panel on kitchen wall.

Figure 8.47: Baseboard heaters in sanctuary limit floor space.
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9. Integrity Assessment

Under the National Register of Historic Places criteria, there are seven aspects
of integrity: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. In order for a property to retain historic integrity, a majority
of the seven aspects must be maintained. Assessing the overall integrity of a
property assists in measuring the ability of the property to convey its historical
significance. Assessing a building's integrity entails understanding the physical
features and how they convey significance. The retention of specific elements
of historic integrity to the defined period of significance is important when
assessing integrity.

The seven aspects of integrity are defined as follows:

e Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the
place where the historic event occurred.

* Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space,
structure, and style of a property.

e Setting is the physical environment of a historic property.

*  Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during
a particular period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to
form a historic property.

e Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture
or people during any given period in history or prehistory.

o Feeling is a property's expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a
particular period of time.

e Associationisthe directlink between an important historic event or person
and a historic property.

The period of significance for the St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
extends from its construction in 1899, to 1912 when Bishop Rowe moved to
Seattle. Overall, St. Peter’s by-the-Sea retains a high degree of historic integrity.

LOCATION

St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Church and See House buildings retain a high degree of
historic integrity. The church building sits in its original location, as does the
See House to the north, and together they form an associated grouping situated
on their original parcels on the north side of Lincoln Street. (Figure 9.1).
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DESIGN

In design, the church has undergone a series of alterations none of which impair
its overall integrity. At the exterior, the original open-sided belfry was enclosed
with louvered and shingled walls and the brick chimney at the northwest
corner of the building was removed to provide floor space for installation of
the Columbarium in the west transept. One stained glass window was removed
and replaced with clear glass in the east transept and the original, single leaf
wood front door has been replaced with a pair of glazed, metal doors. At the
interior, the original reredos installed in 1932 and placed behind the altar was
moved to the nave’s south wall below the rose window. A raised, carpeted floor
was installed at the altar and piano to elevate these spaces above the level of
the church floor. While these changes do affect some of the character defining
features of the church, they do not significantly change the overall Gothic
Revival design of the church. (Figure 9.2).

SETTING

The setting of the church has been changed modestly from when it was originally
built. The adjacent parcels to the east and west of the church site have newer
structures that do not drastically change the setting. The extensive asphalt
paving on the church property to provide parking and vehicular circulation has
impacted the original landscaped setting to a modest degree. St. Peter's and the
See House maintain their view of Crescent Bay despite the modern boat harbor
and the modernization of Lincoln Street.w

MATERIALS

The materials are largely intact or replaced in kind, including the wood
shingles at the upper portion of exterior walls and the roof. The stone, a rare
construction material choice for Alaska, is in fair condition and while there
have been some maintenance repairs over time, these interventions have not
impaired the integrity of the materials. (Figure 9.3)

WORKMANSHIP

The original workmanship of the church was exceptional for its very remote
location, especially the use of fieldstone for the lower portion of the church
walls and the site walls. The present integrity of the workmanship, through
years of careful stewardship by the congregation, is high.

FEELING

The church retains the strong feeling of a small, rural church in Sitka, Alaska
and exudes the Gothic Revival style in which it was originally constructed.

ASSOCIATION

St. Peter’s by-the-Sea has retained its association with Bishop Peter Trimble
Rowe and the Episcopal Diocese of Alaska. The church also retains its physical
and historical association, as well as its shared congregational uses with the See
House.
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Figure 9.1: The church has remained in its original location since its date of construction in 1899.

Figure 9.2: While some character defining features have Figure 9.3: Materials are largely intact or replaced in kind,
been altered over the years, the overall Gothic Revival including the wood shingles at the upper portion of exterior
design of the church has been retained. walls and the roof.
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10. Future Use & Treatment
Recommendations

INTRODUCTION

The St. Peter's by-the-Sea Episcopal Church has maintained its original function
as a place of worship, having served the community of Sitka for over a century.
Considering the building's historic significance, intact integrity, and National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) status, it is recommended that any future
projects or upgrades proposed for the St. Peter's by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
follow the Preservation or Restoration treatment approach. The approach to
future projects or upgrades proposed for the St. Peter’s by-the-Sea should
follow Preservation or Restoration approaches as defined by the Secretary of
the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. Preservation
or Restoration as the recommended treatment approach will preserve the
building’s historic fabric and existing character-defining features that convey
the historic significance of St. Peter’s by-the-Sea. Future treatment guidelines
will follow the Secretary of Interior’s Standards that prioritize repair over
replacement while considering flexibility for future upgrades that will address
and improve site and building accessibility, building egress, structural systems,
building envelope performance, and mechanical systems without diminishing
the building’s historic character or integrity.

Treatment recommendations are listed and organized according to priority
needs. Individual recommendations within each building element are listed
hierarchically from the highest concerns down to those of lesser concern. Each
priority level will have a corresponding duration for recommended treatment,
while maintenance activities will be listed with recommended frequency
intervals.

High priority = immediate to 2 years
Medium priority = 2 to 5 years
Low priority = 5 to 10 years

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties
defines four primary treatment approaches: Preservation, Rehabilitation,
Restoration and Reconstruction. Each treatment approach has its own standards
and general recommendations according to the property's significance, existing
physical condition, and documentation. The two recommended approaches
of Preservation and Restoration as defined by the National Park Service are as
follows:

Preservation

When the property's distinctive materials, features, and spaces
are essentially intact and thus convey the historic significance
without extensive repair or replacement; when depiction

93



St. Peters by-the-Sea Historic Structure Report

at a particular period of time is not appropriate; and when a
continuing or new use does not require additions or extensive
alterations, Preservation may be considered as a treatment.

Restoration

When the property's design, architectural, or historical
significance during a particular period of time outweighs
the potential loss of extant materials, features, spaces, and
finishes that characterize other historical periods; when there
is substantial physical and documentary evidence for the
work; and when contemporary alterations and additions are
not planned, Restoration may be considered as a treatment.
Prior to undertaking work, a particular period of time, i.e.,
the restoration period, should be selected and justified, and a
documentation plan for Restoration developed.

TREATMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

GENERAL BUILDING

Create a Preservation Maintenance Guide to identify, organize, schedule,
and document required maintenance activities. [High priority =immediate
to 2 years]

SITE

1.

Conduct a vehicle circulation and parking analysis to identify safety issues
and need for signage improvements and additional parking. (Figure 10.2)
[High priority = immediate to 2 years]

Conduct a topographic survey to document as-built conditions. Survey
information will provide the basis for addressing accessibility, drainage,
parking, and pedestrian and vehicle circulation. (Figure 10.1) [High
priority = immediate to 2 years]

Repair the loose and crumbling site masonry walls. Hire a qualified mason
to conduct repairs and repoint masonry walls. Ensure masonry repairs use
an appropriate mortar mix with workmanship techniques matching the
original masonry. Identify and document a mortar mix that is compatible
with the original mortar in color and texture and with the same physical
performance characteristics. (Figure 10.3) [High priority = immediate to
2 years]

Remove rust from wrought iron entry gate and restore deteriorated metal
components. Install replacement finials at four locations and restore latch
mechanism. Refinish with powder-coat paint finish. [High priority =
immediate to 2 years]
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Figure 10.1: Conduct a topographic survey to provide basis for addressing accessibility, drainage, parking, and circulation.

Figure 10.2: Conduct circulation and parking analysis. Figure 10.3: Hire qualified mason to repair loose and
crumbling masonry walls.
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5.

Future considerations based upon the findings of the topographic survey
could entail installation of catch basins and an underground stormwater

collection system.[Medium priority = 2 to 5 years]

SITE ACCESSIBILITY

1.

Provide a compliant accessible entrance into the building. The preferred
accessible entrance location is the south (primary) entrance into the
building. Due to the large vertical difference between the surrounding grade
and the church floor facade, the preferred entrance may not be feasible to
provide accessibility while also retaining character-defining features. The
north (secondary) entrance can provide a compliant accessible route into
the building with a minimum of changes to historic fabric. [High priority =
immediate to 2 years]

Provide compliant accessible parking connected to an accessible route that
leads to an accessible building entrance. [High priority = immediate to 2
years]

Provide a compliant accessible parking space, access zone, and designated
route to the north building entrance. If aramp is part of the accessible route,
provide a compliant ramp including walking surface, slope, and handrails.
Provide a compliant landing at the north entrance door measuring a
minimum of 50 inches wide by 60 inches deep per International Code
Council (ICC) A117.1 accessible standards. [High priority = immediate
to 2 years]

Replace exterior door at the north entrance to meet accessibility
requirements including minimum 32 inches clear opening width, clear
floor areas at interior and exterior sides of doors, accessible thresholds, and
accessible operating hardware. [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

Adjust door closer on the east leaf of exterior door pair at the south
entrance to provide code compliant closing speed. Regularly monitor and
ensure door closers are working correctly. [High priority = immediate to
2 years]

INTERIOR ACCESSIBILITY

Provide a compliant accessible route from the accessible building entrance
to all accessible building features, including the altar, sacristy, vestry/
columbarium, baptismal font, and designated accessible seating. [High
priority = immediate to 2 years]

EGRESS

1.

Provide code-compliant egress lighting along egress paths and egress
signage at all door locations. Provide emergency lighting illuminating the
path to all egress doors. Currently the only egress signage is a wood carved
“Exit” sign above the door opening leading from the sanctuary to the vestry
and an illuminated “Exit” sign on the wall of the vestry adjacent to the north
door. [High priority = immediate to 2 years]
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The church currently lacks two compliant means of egress due to the south
(primary) pair of doors consisting of narrow door leaves not meeting the
required 32-inch minimum width per door leaf. Neither the interior doors
from the nave to the vestibule or the vestibule’s exterior doors are original to
the building. It is recommended that doors used as part of the egress system
meet the code requirement of 32-inch minimum width. This requirement
would apply to the two sets of double doors at the south entrance and the
single door at the north entrance. [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

FRONT ENTRY STAIRS AND LANDING

1.

Repair the loose and crumbling stair guardrail walls. Hire a qualified mason
or contractor with a knowledge of historic buildings and building materials
to conduct repairs and repoint masonry walls. Ensure masonry repairs use
an appropriate mortar mix with workmanship techniques matching the
original masonry. Identify and document a mortar mix that is compatible
with the original mortar in color and texture and with the same physical
performance characteristics. [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

Replace existing metal pipe stair handrails with code-compliant
handrails. Handrails with a simple design of round metal tubing, that
are distinguishable from other historic features, and do not visually
distract from the historic character of the church are recommended.
Consult with historic preservation and accessibility professionals to design
compliant handrails and guardrails which are compatible with the building’s
historic character. [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

Remove biological (moss, lichen, mildew) and vegetation growth from
masonry walls. Use recommended D/2 cleaning solution and non-abrasive
cleaning methods to remove biological growth during regular maintenance
intervals and as needed. [During regularly scheduled maintenance
intervals]

BUILDING EXTERIOR

THERMAL ENVELOPE

1.

Repair weatherstripping at south entry doors to ensure complete perimeter
and meeting rail air sealing. [Immediate to 2 years]

Preservation Brief 3: Improving Energy Efficiency in Historic Buildings
recommends conducting an energy audit to evaluate current energy use of
building and identify deficiencies in the building envelope or mechanical
systems prior to implementing any measures to improve thermal
performance. Energy audit to include assessment of temporary (high
occupancy events such as masses) and regular (daily low occupancy use)
space conditioning needs. [Medium priority = 2 to 5 years]

An energy audit is recommended before implementing energy conserving
measures, including insulating the building. Future energy retrofitting
measures should be selected based on the lowest level of intervention and
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Figure 10.4: Wood rot visible at notch in floor joist. Photo Figure 10.6: Install gutters on all roof sections. Photo credit:
credit: Sterling Holdorf Troy Feller

Figure 10.5: Patch and repair mortar parge coat on brick Figure 10.7: Reconnect joints in downspout at northeast
foundation walls. corner.
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avoid negatively impacting the building’s historic character and integrity, or
the alteration of significant historic features and fabric. [Medium priority
=2 to 5 years]

STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS

1.

Structural assessment of the deflected floor in the northeast corner of the
sacristy indicates joist ends have rotted where they bear on the perimeter
foundation wall and the wood may be in contact with soil. Remove and
salvage the flooring and floor sheathing at this location to access and
repair the deteriorated structural floor members. Remove joist(s) that are
structurally compromised and replace with pressure treated members
that are reseated on the foundation wall. Reinstall salvaged sheathing
and flooring to match adjacent flooring. A more comprehensive design
approach that addresses seismic concerns of the building's foundation
is recommended for long-term planning. (Figure 10.4). [High priority =
immediate to 2 years]

Repair and/or replace decayed wood sheathing, siding, and the wall bottom
plate at the building’s northeast corner. [High priority = immediate to 2
years]

The half-timber framing column at the northeast corner exhibits rot at the
end grain due to repeated exposure to moisture. Columns are structural
elements and if left untreated are susceptible to further deterioration,
including decay. If decay is minimal and limited to the surface, treat
column ends with consolidant epoxy wood repair and repaint to protect
wood. Monitor and ensure paint coating is intact and repair is not exposed
to moisture. Conduct a Dutchman repair splice as needed to repair larger
areas of decay. [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

Patch and repair spalling of mortar parge coat on brick foundation walls
at the northeast corner and along the east facade. Repair of parge coat
provides a continuous barrier for limiting moisture intrusion into the wood
floor structure. (Figure 10.5) [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

Regrade at exterior of building walls to ensure drainage is directed away
from the foundation and exterior walls. [High priority = immediate to 2
years]

Remove debris (wood scraps, mortar, vegetative material, trash) at
crawlspace in tandem with localized removal of soil to provide a minimum
clearance of 6 inches between soil and wood framing elements. [During
regularly scheduled maintenance intervals]

ROOF AND GUTTERS

1.

Install gutters on all roof sections to prevent splashback at lower building
walls and deterioration of masonry and wood surfaces. Select gutter
material and profile compatible with the historic character of the building.
Recommended gutters are painted K-style gutters placed below the soffit
molding and fitted with a single round copper downspout along each
straight run. Paint gutters to match building color. Galvanized half-round
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gutters are an alternative to K-style gutters and more period appropriate
but recommendation is taking into consideration the existing copper,
K-style gutters already installed at the transept roofs. Ensure all downspout
connections are secured and downspouts effectively direct water away
from the building. (Figure 10.6) [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

Securely reconnect joints in downspout at the northeast corner of building.
(Figure 10.7) [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

Rehang and slope existing gutters to drain effectively to downspouts. [High
priority = immediate to 2 years]

Replace missing or damaged roof shingles in kind and properly secure with
concealed stainless-steel nails. [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

Remaining expected usable lifespan of existing shingle roof is 5 years.
When lifespan of roof is complete, replace roof using in kind, No. 1 quality
grade cedar shingles treated with a wood preservative. [Medium priority
=2 to 5 years]

At next roofing campaign, replace failing metal flashing at eaves, rakes,
valleys, sidewalls, and bell tower with copper flashing. Reinstall step flashing
at rakes and sidewalls to ensure proper drainage away from building. Install
self-adhered membrane flashing (e.g. “peel and stick”) at eaves, rakes, and
ridge for improved waterproofing at roof transitions and add a shingle
ventilated underlayment product (e.g. cedar breather) beneath shingles to
provide greater drying capacity. [Medium priority = 2 to 5 years]

During next scheduled roofing campaign provide cleaning, shingle repair,
and paint maintenance of belfry tower, including exterior walls, roof, and
interior. Remove biological growth from wood cladding and roof shingles
using non-abrasive cleaning products and methods. Treat deteriorated,
weathered, and exposed wood trim at base of belfry and louvers with an
epoxy wood repair product and wood preservative if necessary. Repaint
to protect wood after conducting repair. Provide bird/insect screening at
interior side of louvers. (Figure 10.8) [Medium priority = 2 to 5 years]

Reconstruct shingle covered corbels below the soffits at the southwest and
southeast corners. (Figure 10.9) [Low priority =5 to 10 years]

Regular maintenance and inspection are important to the performance and
longevity of roofing materials. Regularly check downspouts, extensions,
and adapters to ensure connections are secure and water is being directed
downslope and away from the building. Gutters, downspouts and
connections should be cleaned during regularly scheduled maintenance
intervals and replaced if damaged or in poor condition. There is evidence
of elevated moisture exposure and poor drying in localized areas of the
roof due to its slope, configuration, and general exposure in the marine
environment. Remove debris and biological growth (mold, mildew, moss,
and lichen) regularly to manage and mitigate moisture. Avoid high-pressure
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Figure 10.8: Provide cleaning, repair, and maintenance of Figure 10.9: Restore the original character-defining shingle
belfry tower during next scheduled roofing campaign. Photo covered corbels. Source: St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Archives.
credit: Grant Crosby

Figure 10.10: The repair and repointing of masonry buttresses is required due to prolonged water infiltration from roof runoff and
repeated freeze-thaw cycles.
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Figure 10.11: Reduce soil levels around building to provide Figure 10.13: Review egress conditions with local fire marshal.
clearance between bottom of parge coat and top of soil

Figure 10.12: Inspect weep holes in masonry during regularly Figure 10.14: Replace non-original entry doors with replica
scheduled intervals. wood doors based on historic documentation. Source: St.
Peter’s by-the-Sea Archives.
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washing and other abrasive cleaning methods and solutions. Inspect
shingles, flashing, sheathing, gutters, and downspouts regularly. Follow
manufacture's guidelines for reapplication of wood preservative coating,
to prolong performance and service, typically every 3-5 years. [During
regularly scheduled maintenance intervals]

EXTERIOR WALLS

1.

Large cracks, loose stones, and mortar deterioration on masonry buttresses
require repair and repointing due to prolonged water infiltration from roof
runoff and repeated freeze-thaw cycles. After gutters are installed on the
main roof, hire a qualified mason or contractor with a knowledge of historic
buildings and building materials to conduct repairs and repoint masonry
buttresses. Ensure masonry repairs are conducted using appropriate mortar
mix with original workmanship techniques. Identify and document a mortar
mix that is compatible with the original mortar in color and texture and
with the same physical performance characteristics. Provide sealant joint
at buttress interface with wood materials and locations where movement is
required. (Figure 10.10) [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

High soil levels along building foundation walls in combination with
rain runoff and ground water surface flow are contributing to excessive
moisture infiltration into exterior walls at the north facade and east
transept. Reduce soil levels around building to provide a minimum of 6
inches clearance between bottom of parge coat and top of soil to mitigate
moisture infiltration. Monitor soil buildup to maintain a positive grading
slope around foundation and remove soil on regular maintenance intervals
to provide appropriate separation between wood building elements and
groundcover. (Figure 10.11) [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

Repair decayed wood material at half-timber framing. Use epoxy
consolidant and filler at minor areas of surface decay (less than 16 square
inches) and Dutchman splice repairs on larger sections. Reprime and
repaint wood timber surfaces ensuring exposed end grain surfaces are fully
coated. [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

T1-11 plywood siding on the north facade has consistent wood decay at the
bottom edge. The siding is not original and is not historically compatible.
Remove T1-11 siding, repair wood sheathing and framing as necessary, and
replace with wood shingle cladding consistent with upper shingle siding.
[High priority = immediate to 2 years]

Replace missing shingles on exterior walls in kind and properly secure.
Repaint and properly coat weathered and exposed shingles to ensure
protection of wood. Maintain regularly scheduled painting of all exterior
wood surfaces, including the exterior walls of the bell tower, every 5 years.
[High priority = immediate to 2 years]

Replace wire mesh on crawlspace vents to prevent rodent and pest
infestation. Inspect all vents regularly to ensure wire mesh is secure.
[During regularly scheduled maintenance intervals]

Conduct paint analysis to determine original exterior color. [Low priority
=5 to 10 years]
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10.

Remove moss and vegetation in contact with or in close proximity to
masonry infill walls using non-destructive methods, as indicated in earlier
treatment recommendations. [During regularly scheduled maintenance
intervals]

Remove biological growth from shingle siding using non-destructive
techniques, previously mentioned in earlier treatments. [During regularly
scheduled maintenance intervals]

Inspect weep holes on masonry infill walls at regularly scheduled intervals
to ensure holes are free of organic debris. (Figure 10.12) [During regularly
scheduled maintenance intervals]

DOORS

1.

Review egress conditions with local fire marshal and make adjustments as
required. (Figure 10.13) [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

While the thumb turn lock at the south entry doors is code compliant based
on the 2012 International Building Code, Section 1008.1.9.3, the required
signage associated with this locking method is not installed. After review
with fire marshal, install required signage. [High priority = immediate to
2 years]

Replace the south (primary) door threshold with a code compliant
threshold that does not exceed the maximum height of 3/4 inch. Secure
door hardware with stainless steel screws. (Figure 10.14) [High priority =
immediate to 2 years]

Replace non-original metal clad entry doors with replica wood doors
shown in historic photos adapted to provide code-compliant egress
width. Reconstruct original entry doors based on historic documentation
indicating vertical tongue-and-groove wood planks consistent with the
Gothic Revival style. Install compatible period appropriate hardware
meeting code compliance. Install door closers and weather seals at head,
jambs, and sill. [Low priority =5 to 10 years]

WINDOWS

1.

Remove clear sealant/caulking at the bottom of the acrylic plastic coverings,
which has the potential to trap moisture and cause deterioration of the
wood sill and trim. Protective interior glazing and exterior acrylic plastic
can promote condensation on window surfaces due to lack of ventilation
and trapped moisture between the historic windows and protective glazing.
Anincrease in temperature within the airspace created between the window
elements may lead to expansion/contraction issues. Monitor protective
glazing for signs of condensation and consider removal if windows exhibit
condensation issues. Figure 10.15) [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

Remove failing paint (peeling, chipping, delaminated) from deteriorated
wood sills on the east facade. Treat wood deterioration and decay with
an epoxy wood consolidant and filler. Reprime and repaint following
proper preparation methods to protect the wood. Assess all wood sills for
deterioration and ensure wood window components are regularly painted

104



FUTURE USE AND TREATMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

Figure 10.15: Remove clear sealant/caulking from the bottom Figure 10.17: Monitor chipped and cracked glass panes on
of acrylic plastic coverings. stained-glass windows.

Figure 10.16: Remove failing paint and treat wood Figure 10.18: Follow manufacture's guidelines for the
deterioration on wood sills on east facade. reapplication of stain finish on ceilings, trusses, and corbels.
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Figure 10.19: Restore existing original Douglas-fir floors in Figure 10.21: Paint ceiling fans in sanctuary to conceal
the sanctuary and sacristy. appearance.

Figure 10.20: Relocate terminal heating units to sanctuary Figure 10.22: Hire qualified electrician to inspect electrical
walls. main distribution panel.
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to provide weather protection. A Dutchman repair or in kind replacement
of the wood will, depending on the extent of rot, provide an alternative
treatment to epoxy but should be performed by a qualified craftsman
with knowledge of historic buildings and materials. (Figure 10.16) [High
priority = immediate to 2 years]

Reprime and paint exposed wood window sills on the east facade (window
closest to the transept) and north facade where paint is weathered and
exposing bare wood. The east window sill should be further assessed to
ensure the wood is not decayed. [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

Reprime and paint the mullions on the rose window at the south facade.
[High priority = immediate to 2 years]

Install replica of the missing stained glass window at the east transept. [Low
priority =5 to 10 years]

Monitor chipped/cracked glass panes on the large arched stained-glass
window behind the altar on the north facade, as well as two cracked glass
panes on the west entry vestibule window. Original glass should be retained
whenever possible. Observe cracks in glass that have the potential to enlarge
over time. (Figure 10.17) [During regularly scheduled maintenance
intervals]

BUILDING INTERIOR

INTERIOR WALLS

Further inspect water intrusion above exterior and sanctuary doorways in
vestibule to determine source of moisture exposure. Relocate coat rack so
that is not positioned over the electrical outlet, which has rusted. Repair
moisture damage on north and south walls above doors. Remove rust and
clean electrical outlet and wire guard. Continue to monitor moisture and
humidity in room. [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

CEILINGS

Follow regularly scheduled reapplication of stain finish following
manufacture’s guidelines. Ensure stain is evenly applied and distributed
on the wood surface of tongue-and-groove beadboard ceilings, trusses,
and corbels. (Figure 10.18) [During regularly scheduled maintenance
intervals]

FLOORS

1.

Restore existing original Douglas-fir tongue-and-groove floors in the
sanctuary and sacristy. Refinish floors with a durable, no-wax polyurethane
finish in a satin gloss. (Figure 10.19) [Medium priority = 2 to 5 years]
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The carpet and tile flooring are not compatible with the historic interior
and somewhat alter the overall historic appearance, however they are in
good condition and provide protection of the original wood flooring in
heavily trafficked areas. Consider removing carpet at the center aisle and
restoring original wood flooring. [Low priority =5 to 10 years]

EQUIPMENT

MECHANICAL

1.

Relocate terminal heating units on sanctuary walls at either side of altar
to location at rear of sanctuary. Heating units are visually distracting from
the historic character of the interior and make an audible sound when the
church is quiet. (Figure 10.20) [Low priority =5 to 10 years]

2. Remove abandoned mechanical floor grilles in the sanctuary and restore
flooring using in kind Douglas-fir material. [Low priority = 5 to 10 years]

3. Paint ceiling fans and conduit in sanctuary a dark brown color to conceal
their appearance. (Figure 10.21) [Low priority =5 to 10 years]

4. Consider relocation of north fagade mechanical equipment to a dedicated
enclosure designed to conceal the exterior heat pump units. [Low priority
=5 to 10 years]

ELECTRICAL

1. Hire a qualified electrician to evaluate current power usage and inspect
electrical main distribution panel to determine any code deficiencies and
need for upgrades. (Figure 10.22) [High priority = immediate to 2 years]

2. During siding replacement at north fagade, install circuiting conduit

associated with the heat pump equipment in the stud framing or buried
below grade to conceal its appearance. [Low priority =5 to 10 years]
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St. Peters by-the-Sea, looking northeast, ¢.1900, St. Peter's by-the-Sea
Archives.

Sketch of Sitka, c. 1900. Source: University of Washington Libraries, Special
Collections, Charles S. Hubbell Photograph Collection. PH Coll 1154.79.
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Bishop Rowe shortly after his consecration. Source: Man
of Alaska.

Dora Henriette Carry Rowe. Source: Man of Alaska.
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_ . : :_ " " Many Missions  Established. L _'
‘Consecration of the Rev. Peter Trimble o B
ing Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal

Church vesterday, when the first missionary
Bishop that Alaska kas ever had, the Rev.

 SOLEHN SERVICES I¥ ST. GEORGES Peter Trimble Rowe, was consecrated in

" Rowe,

St. George's Church, in Stuyvesant Square,
: The consecratoy was Rishop WillHam Cros-
well .Doape of Albapy, who was assisted

. I 5 g § 2 s
. ‘I‘he New Bishop's Trying Exper enccs by Bishop Potter of New-York and Bishop
-+ -Among the Indians of the Davies of Michigan.
. " The eeremony wis a solemn and impres-
Northwest. . .- Bive one, and the coming together of so

_$nany men eminent in their chureh, not
- only as Blshops, but as men whoe have suf-
" dgred. and sacrificed much for thelr eause

LONG TRAMPS IN WINTER . WEATHER

Yardshins When 0Only Spnow Waos to

: .be_ Seen and No Food to be Hadw
. Many Missions Established.

There was 2 notable gathering of the lead- o
Ing Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal PR
Church yesterday, when the rst missionary L
Bishop that Alaska has ever had, the Rev.
Peter Trimble Rowe, was consecrated in
Bt. George's Church, in Stuyvesant Square.
i The consecrator was Bishop Willlam Cros-
mwell .Doape of Albany, who was assisted
by Bishop Potter of New-Tork and Bishop
Davies of Michigan.

The ceremony was a solemn and impres-
sive one, and the coming together of so

many men eminent in tbeir chureh, Tot The Rev. Peter Trimble Rowve,
only ag Blshops, but as men who have suf- Consecrated Yesterday o St George's Church.

€ared. and sacrificed much for thelr cause

New York Times article 1895.
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Early view of St. Peter’s with Bishop Rowe. Source: St.
Peter’s by-the-Sea Archives.

Early view of the completed See House. Source: St. Peter's by-the-Sea
Archives.
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Rose Fullerton Rowe. Source: Man of Alaska.

Bishop Rowe with Delatuck, a Kobuk Eskimo, and Maggie, an Athabascan
Indian (Koyukuk), circa 1905. Source: Walter and Lillian Phillips Photograph
Collection, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections, ElImer E. Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska Fairbanks UAF-1985-72-141.
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Bishop Bentley officiates at the consecration of Bishop Rowe'’s gravestone in
the St. Peter’s churchyard. Source: St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Archives

The 1914 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Sitka showing St. Peter’s, the See House and the small
shed to the east of the See House. Note that the map indicates the church was heated by a stove
and that at that time it had electric lights. Source: Library of Congress, Sanborn Map Collection.
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An early view of St. Peter’s, but after the 1905 construction of the See House. Source: St.
Peter’s by-the-Sea Archives.

From the Philadelphia Enquirer August 5, 1900. Source: Newspapers.com.
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A colorized postcard view of St. Peter’s. Source: St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Archives.

Steps of St. Peter's by-the-Sea. Date unknown. Source: St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Archives.
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Historic view of Sitka’s Crescent Bay with St. Peter’s and the See House visible
along the shoreline, likely c. 1908-1915. From Anne Pollnow (RHC09-126.
ar.jpg).
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Historic view of the church interior from a postcard, likely 1930s — postdates
insertion of the reredos (1932?). Source: St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Archives and
the Photo Shop Studio.

Historic view of the church interior from a postcard, likely 1930s — postdates
insertion of the reredos (1932?). Source: St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Archives and
the Photo Shop Studio.
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APPENDIX B: NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION

Miller, Isabel, Alfred Mongin and Alaska Division of Parks. “See House.” National
Register of Historic Places, Registration Form, Sitka, Alaska, August 1977.

Mongin, Alfred and Alaska Division of Parks. “St. Peter’s Church.” National
Register of Historic Places, Registration Form, Sitka, Alaska, March 15, 1977.
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: CUUUCGONDITHAN T CHEGKONE . GHEGKONE -
CRGEXCRLENT. T . _OETERIORATED .. T NALERED a Luawmsn: _
. FAIR - T —ARERPOSED .o TR

DESCRIBE THE FRESENT AND QRIGINAL (IF KNOWRHN). FH‘! SICAL APPEA RRNGE

The general plan for this ‘bullding was described at Ehe organizing LOHfEEEﬁCL of
the Bullding Copmitrree in June 1899, a6 fuliuws..

. The Chapel is desipned to seat one hundred and thirty people angd is 30 x 50
fect inside, and of a compopite gorhic style of architecture. The foundation,
‘walla gnd buttress are of stone masonry, zbove which walls ave of open cimber .
Frame work to o heipht of § feec, fulled with stene, allowing the timbers to
. ..show on the wall., Above the roof, the walls will be finished wiLh szained
" sghingles. & small belfry will be mounted on the roof,

" Windows and door of stained glass will add ateractiveness to the intericr
which will bo finished 4n ciled spruce with ¢pen voof trusses alao olled.
The interier Ffinish of the roof will also be ceiling spruce in panels, eiled
in the same msnner. o

- Thia fs how it was envisioned, that is how if was bulli, and that iz what 1E looks
Jdike to this day. There are some additionsal details, not mentioned abowve, such
as the entry porch, but these are wmere detpils, acd vere integrated into a desipn
~ fully eovisloned by the architect from the instructions communicated to him dn
~persopn by Peter Trimble BRowe, The Bishop wi Alaska, While the structure ias 4n
.the Gorhie atyle, it has litile of Gothic structural slemests, bub embodies
effecrively the centre pointed desipn througheut i1cs major inbarilor and extericr
- elements In the major desipn finiseh and femestration of the lights in the encrance .
~ -{south) and alvar {north) walls, in the parzllel rows of stained glass small windews
~along the side {east and west) walls of the chapel. A soft worth light illumines.
. -the altar vhrough & large nine papel centre poinged window, while ehe view from
. the front ateps 1s of the harbor and the sea, literally at the deorstep of this .-
charch, set bere for the beauty of the sice, which this building has enhanced - '
<.gince JB94, ' .
. This cowntry church is deceptively simple dn appearance. Its design ac first glaoce’
appesars similar co many other small councry churches, and to a few others in Alaska. - -
“Upon further examination, it appears thar the design has been executed with z unity .
of purpose, in copplement to the site that resylts io a bu;ldinu whose form is
- gxpressive of its Function in every dimensicn.

At a later date an adjcicing building lot, adioining E.l‘le church Iot on the novth,
. was acquired, and the See House was builf to a design vomplementing the chuerch )
“building. The remsins of the ficst Eplscopal Bishop of Alaskas, Peter Trimble Rcw,'
and these of his first wife and one of their sons, are buried on the Eront lawn D
wE the Churrhh marked }::y umbuusive gmund 1&\!&1 Brave, sLnnr;:b, '
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SPECHICDATES | aq0 U BUILDERAARCHITECT Archlt?ct:-JH.Lo.ﬂubrlﬂgs dr

Rhiladephia, Denn,
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - 77 77 e “Bullder: John W. Dudley,.

Birka, Alusks

This country chureh {s sipnificant for {ts architectural design. It embodies
design elements, and a unity of concepriop related to 1ts distinctive sire location,
that give it high arcistic value and represent the work of masster builders of that

BISTORICAL NARRATIVE!

‘Tradition relates that Bpiscopal lay sezvices were held In Sitka, Alaska, botween

2867 and 1885, first by an ancnymous Army colonel and subsequently by a Mr. Auscin.
cAfrer 1885 there were no Episvopal sevvices in Sitka until the arrdwval of the Firar. .
Epiecopal Blahop of alashka, Pete;lwgimh;a.ﬂawe, in 1594, o IR

Bishep Rowe arrived in Sitka in April 1896, following his November 30, ‘1895, con-. ' .
Becrebation in the Cathedral of Se. Jobn. the Devine, New York City. - The newly B
ingtalled Bishop jumediately obtained quarterg for his family, and departed for.- -
-the Yukom River) vis the Chilkoot Trail, to observe first hand the nature of the-
responsibilicy which he had accepred. Upon returning to Sitks in Hoyewber, Bighop
Rowe. conducted services on Thanksgiving Day, November 26, 1896 - a yvear follpwing,

and g workld distant, from the scene of his consecration, From then onward Bishop . -
Bowe conducted services regularly when he was in Sitka. He immediately saw the. o

need £ov a church for his new Bishopric one that would be somewhat more tmpasing .

than the cabis-chapels he then had available, but not so expensive a§ to be ~ . °

unreachable, wi

An affluent couple from Utica, Hew York, who visited Sltka the sumner of 1897, _
contacted Bishop Rowe upon returning to thedir home, and offered $2,000 towdsrd the . .-
bullding of a church in Sitka, It wap remarked, in later vearsa, that the Bishop. .
was . , . such a darped bumsn, lovable cuss, somehow, that wherever he. goes he ™
starts a stawpede for heves." 1his offer was the first move in what became . a.
gtampede to bulld this church. o

A committee formed to locate and purchase z suitshle site. The comnitiee included
the 0.5, Arrorney for AJaska, Burten E. Beanetlt, Willfam Millmore, and Edward -

de Groff. A commirtes of women raised money for the purchase. These women
ineluded Mrz, Bennett and Mrs, DeCroff. 4 lot of the crascent of the harbor was
chosen and purchassd Tor $800 (oome accounts gay 750 Erom Perer Panamarkofi.
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‘The read alonp the erescent thew called Beach Road, i3 now called Liccoln Styeet,
While bhe largest individusl coocriburors included Benpner, Millmoxe, debGroff, James
Shoup, and W. ¥. Mills, the full iist of donors was .z long one, lucluding such
pames as €. L. Andrews, }ater sotable for his wrirings om Alasban and Sitka hiatory,
and €. C. Geprgeson, an eofficial of che Deparcment of &grlculLure and ploneer
gxperimenter in Arctic farming techniques.

Bishop Bowe prepared specifications of his conception of what the church should
lock like and hew it should be desimned, and what the Reetory {rhe "See House'
should look like and cootain. & meetfing of o committee af the towm's leading
citizens convened early in Seprember 1898 at the Bishop's house to dizcuss these
ideas and cheir executlon. Presenl were Messrs, deGroff, Bennett, and W. L. Distin.
Joho W. Pudley, and G, D. Clayett. Following discussion, a metlon carried
unaniowusly that the Bishop’s conceptione for the church and house be conveved by
the Bighop to an grchitect to translate into worklup drawings and specifications,
durkng the Bishop's fortheoming trip to the Bast Coast. The meefing alse elected

& building committge for the project, with debeoff as Chairman, Dudley as Secpetary,
and C. 5 Juhnsun, Cels W, L. Disein, and W, P.. Ncﬁridc, completing nh& mEmbershlp.

‘Goon after tha weeting in Sitka, Bishop Rowe traveled to the East Coast on the
-business of his See. A Philadelphla philanthropist, Ceerge C. Thumas, sngaged
- Philadelphia architect, H.. 1. Puhring, Jr., to prepare plans and specifications ..
“for the church and the See House. Georpe C. Thomas, many bimes a benefactor of
oissionary work in Alsska, was Treasurer of the Board of Missions of the Episcopal
Church. . -In his professional life he was Manager of rhe banking firm of Drexel,
Morgan and Company, 3 major affiliate in Philadelphia of 2. P. Morgan and Company.,
Mr. Thomas' interest in Alaska wmight have been related also to the fnvestment o
getivitles in Seattle and in souCheast Alugka of J. P. Morgan's liectle koaown, but
aost Impartant, eob-in~law, William Hamilten,

The cornerstone laying was scheduled for Fhursday, Juue 29 -~ St, Peter's Day,

and the church would be ¢allad 3¢, Peter's-By-The-Sea™, John W. Dudley, Recorder
jn §itka for the General Land Qffice {now the Bureau of Land Management) had
‘undertaken to supervise construction according co the architect's plans. Only

the church was to be built ar that time, the See House deferred zo a later date.

Mr. Dudley had completed the foundation work by Juuse 29, and had ‘erected a temporary
shelter over the Fpundation, large enough to sccommedare che town's clergy - and

the congregation. This was Eortunate, because rain fell, in typical Sitka fashios,

all
the
the

day, without intermission, and continued through the 4:00 p.w, hour set for
orperstong cetemony.  Consaduently, in typleal Sirks fashion, the turnoat for
impressive snd solemn serviee was relatiwvely lsrge and enchusiascic.

134



APPENDIX

Form fa t0-3008
iHew. 10-74¢

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF IHLiI\Il RIOR '
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE .

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
 INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED

St, Peter's Church . {ABRS SITE ¥O, SIT-029)

CONTINUATION SHEET e NuMBER © page <+ of 3

‘Forming with Bishop Rowe for the ceremongy were Father Anthony and Father Kutakokouok
of the Kussian Orthodox Church, and Rev, M. B. McCielland of the Presbyterian Church.
Followlng the Order of Service -- Psalm, Versicles, Special Frayers, Spripture g
Lesson, and Psalm 136 ~— Bishop Rowe intrpduced Lt. George T. ¥mmens, USN, who
delivered a paper on the History of Sitka —- written for deposit in the corngrstone.
Eishop Rowe than read a list .of the materials to be. deposlted in the CDInﬁrBtﬂﬂE of .
the Lhuth ' : S

. The Alaskan Issue of June 24, 189%.
- The Church Standard, Juns 3, 1829, published in Philadelphia, Yennsylvanda,
' A list of Bishops of the American and Anglican branches of the Catholie
' Church from the Apostles to the present day.
* ‘The historical skefch of Sitka, prepared and read that day by kL. Gﬁurga T.
' Emmong, USH.
4 ligt of . the clery of Alaska.
- Hames of'the church building committee, contracter, ete.
" -Loing of £he Natiomal currency, & Queen®s Jubllee crnwn, a Columblian
" half-crown, 3 cent of 1803, a half-cent -of 1804 and other coins
presented by Mr., F. Woodcock, a Russian coln presented by Father
Anthouy; an English penny, bhall-penny, and a Canadian flVL cent
piece, presented by Miss M., G. Hindshaw. .
A shall from the Ses of Galilee,
Twe small size American flags.

‘Rev, W. M. Partridege next delivered a short address relatdve to cornerstones ang -
-the histerical signifivance of laying cornerstones, The choflr and cungregaulon
Bang, "ALl Hail the Power of Jesus Name,” and the service clesed, with the h
Benediction, proncunced by the Bishop.

In September 189%%, as the church venstruection near completion, an offer was accephed -
from a Mr. and Mrs. Bauer to furnish three stained glass windows, and from Miss
Mary Rhicelander, of New York (ity, to provide a cemmunion service. Miss Rhine-.
‘lander, iike Mr. Thomss, shaved famiiy 4nd business isterests with J,. P, Mﬂrgan

and Cowmpany, and was a benefactor of mauy pood causes. - .

fs construction progresscd, Bishop Rowe, in his characteristic way, did much of
the stone work himsetf, and the front wall of the church he boilt entirely with
his own hands. The Bishop's blographer, Fhomas Jenking, wrote that one day while
Bishop Rowe worked av the wall a man came sauntering alemg. "Well, PBishop,™ he
remarked, "you are workisg to beat the devil * - Replied the Bighop, '"Yes, he's
the very cne E'm irying to bear!® T
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“fhﬁ'ﬁew .church witnessed its. initfal Bervice:ﬁn Novewber 26, 1899, 'ﬁ'ThanksgivinE 'J'.”

Service #n. which Bishop Rowe shared tha. yostrum with Father Anthony of the Greek.
Cathedralk, and at least IO different denomlnations of Christians were 1n attendance.

A furmﬁl gervice of consecragion for the. butlding was held on Easter Sunday, April 15, -

19064,  -As. the home church of the Bighop, -this was the mosE: ‘Amporeant -Episcopal Church
in Alaskas. This plechuresque: ‘building ot ft= importance with the decline of Bitka, Jlf'
when the capital was remgved and all the courts and officials’ of the Tdsrrick wvere:
removed to Juneau, where the BlEtrlCL would- becnmﬂ g -Territory. Pue to pther

factors thap merely the decline: of Sitka with 'the removal pf-the capital - -to Juneasu,
Biskop Rowe moved his See to;Segttla;jand'con;inugd:his'xgarly crugades from there,

poth to the farthest reaches of Alaska, and ‘e the far veaches of the Easnern'Unltad

 Btates, from whence had ro . come his moral and 1&5&1 Buppurt aud the whﬁrew1thall
- for hkim ta serve his flack thxnughuut Alaska S ) . .

This lcvely RESS AT church, conte1ved in the: fartxla brain- of ‘pne uf tha mast in— -
 describably of - men’ who -ever served. humanity in Alaska, Peter Trimble- Rowe, " ﬁontlnues

its. sereng way,- aerv1ng “the Epilscopal congregation now ag’ 4n 18929, while continuing

.to draw attention ro itseli .28 ap architectural Jewel in, the dladem of. Eltka 5 ”1{.
.Grﬁbcent Harbar shﬂre. s o : . :

13fﬁne VlﬁlEDr, Ella HigglrSDR, puaL;Aed her ‘impressions uf EL- Petel s~By*Thﬂ*ﬁca,i:”
:”and sent 1t to Blshup Rowe. It reads, in parts - : - ST

_'_"}.he little Church at Sitka—-
oIt is a0 dim and stilll
" The doors stand open te the sea,
“fhe wind goes through at will
And bears the scent of brine and blue
To the far disLanL hill,
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~Alaskan, The, August 6, Seprember 10, 1398 Hay 2?, June 24, July 1, fugust 26,
-Septamher 9, becember I, 1899

Brown, Phyllis, "The Sea Huuse, The Parish House of the Episcopal Church, 5.
Peter's By the Sea.™ 1 page. Typescript for the Bitka Volunteexr Histcrric:
Freservarion Committes. Februar}r 1977,

Larpenter, Frgnk Gy ﬁlaska Jur Rorthern anderlgnd. H.¥Y., Doubleday Yage & Co., 1843,

lardcastle, Romaine, Alaska Day Festival, Ipe. /Sitka, 18547/.

Nemson, Alice Pace, "The Real Sitka." Iravel, Vol. 1%, May 1912, Pages 26-29..

‘Bistorical Sketch of St. Pgter's-ﬂy*thafﬁea, 1899-1949. 3 papes. (/Sitka, 19497/,

.Jenkins, Thomas, The Man of'Alaakﬁa Peter Trimble Howe, ¥H.Y¥., Morchouse-Gorham, 1943.

MOur Church." 3 pagea Eimeng:apﬁed;pamphlet history of St. Paetar's Chureh, Sitka,
'n.d.. o : L . . - . o o

-::}Stunk ”Huﬂhun; ‘the Alaskﬁn Miscgicne of the Episcopal Church, N.Y., Domestigiau& .
' -_'_Fureign Hissionary Society, 1920, Eeprmt. Seattle, The Bhorey Book Store, 1968. .-

Willoughby, Barrett, Sitka, Portal to Romance. Hoston, Houghton Mifflin, 1930.
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CcoNpmoN. .CHECK ONE ' GHEGK ONE

UBACEMENTS T _DETRRORATER. T - Fonwnerensn P -'__}E.-.DHJGmA;. I BRI

B __RING : . Emmﬂeu e —MOVED BATE e e e

X - S L fgﬁ‘i’fﬁ' SR
__FAMR —UNEXFOEED L _;E#?

"RﬂwE, dpparently placed: h&re ac-the time of his “burial in-1942 on the lawn.of
Zstn

" DESCREBE THE. FﬂﬁSENT AN OHiGiMAL HF KNDWN? PH‘I’SI:CAL AFE’EAHAHCE

“Fhis house was designed and bullt to compl&mant SL. Peter! s-ﬁy-thc-ﬂaﬁ. It

- wag-desigoed to be Gothic in appearance, thotgh not io construction principlés.
‘The firge Bishop of Alaska, Feter Trimble Rowe, drew his concepeion for che house
do the £411 of 1895, ar the same cime he drew sketches of his cenceprion of whar
St. Peter's should be. Architectural plans for the house appear to have been
executed by Philadefpiia arehicect H. L. Duhring, Jr., at the expense, and as a
benefaceion, of Ceorge C. Thowss, of Philadelphia, The howse was not huilL in -
182%, when the chureh was builr, due, apparestly, to laLk of funds.

The shape of the house 15 an almost irrepular rectangle, with bays juttirg out
te the west from che side walls, to take advantage of the view over Beach Road L
{now Lincoin Street} to the harbor and the sea. The building is set upon 2 salid -
foundation which sppears to be primarily of cencrete or cement. The basemeng -
cwas uged from dta warliest deya for clagsropms, meetings, aod other church

functions, as it {s today. The main second floors have the exposed timber N
‘appearance of a Gothic mansion, lightened by large windows on all aides which.””
svillumine the basically good proportiong of the rooms and provide an aura of -

‘natyral {1lumination providing welcome igaven to the otherwise somber-cast of A
-the desipn, There is a large kitchen and pantyy, and oversize living, dining and . "
- family roows, all of which appear to have been designed with a view to their uses = @
asFunetional elements of the church grganization for St. ‘Perer's, and as the
jhe&dqﬁarLers for the Eplscopal Church in Alaska, as well as the home of the
Bishop's family, " The secoad floor has s bath, three bedrooms,-and the Bishop's
stud3+“;“,..”.” Sl T T ST e e

Since the hDuSE functlons now as the Rﬂctory for 8t. Peter's Ehurah "and thL" i
church is now hetween Rectors, bthe houge iz being used now only for church bu51ness,:
and - the fapily ‘bedropms age. unoccupied and wnfurnished. - The study oo the second - ;
flogr, is, hﬂwever, Ppartislly furnlshed. The last Rector had the yoom redecorated.. .
spmewhat garishly., This should be conmidered for return to the period of Peter . %
‘Trinble Rowe, which muld bf.. dmm 11. the COUEEE of’ imrmal redecorul.ma for an o
..incmumg I‘asm:. . _ B
-’I‘he ati.:.c-, is a full fini.shed. loor. which haa be:en used at varinus times fur day-.
'jclaBEes and Sunday sehool cldsﬁes, and iz used BEill for etorage of church recurda.fT
In-one place intihe ackio are: persanal records and posgessions of Peter Trimble.

- Perer's Church. These artifacts. include personal rveferemce books, includlv
Al ‘met of the Encyclopedia Brittanica, his personal portable. piano grgan, and

':'“appaantly a.quantity of hig personal notes and diaries —---all of them of’ gr&at

.potc,nuai et a;chival and h;s:armal dc:::umeni:s a&d Buseun drt;fdcts. R
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U EXCELRENY. - _DETERIORATED. . . - Mgaitersn - i -_.._}E.,::ﬂuauma. s RO
Goos —RING : AR '}‘;A:,Tfaen '..,QW“ ﬂ\ﬂﬁ;\ —MOVED T BATE . N
> Faim __UNEXPOSED «:,L# 1(}‘,,; ' Lo

"DESCRIBE THE. FﬂESENT mw DitGINAL {iF muwm Pmrsrcm. AFPE&HAHCE o

“Phigs house was deslpned and buiiL to complemant St. Petar! s-By-thc Sea, It

was. designed te be Gothic in appearance, thouwgh not io conatruction principlés.
The first Bishop of Aluska, FPeter Trimble Rowe, drew his conception for che house
dn the £211 of 1893, ar the same cime he drew sketches of his eonceprion of whar
5t, Peter’s should be. Architectural plans for the houmse appear to have been
executied by Philadelphia architect H. L. Duhrisg, Jr., at the expense, and as a
benefaction, of George C. Thowss, of Philadelpiiis, The houvse wad noi builL A
1898, when the church was buile, due, appareatly, to lack of funds, '

The shape of the house Is an almost irregwlar rectangle, with baye jutting out

to the west from the side walls, to take advantage of the viesw over Beach Read -
{new Lincoln Streec) o the harbar and the sea. The building s set upon & sakid - .
foundaticn which appears to be primarily of concrete or cement. The hasemeny =

was uged from 1ts earlfest duys for classrooms, meetings, and other church
functiens, as ii Is today. The main second Eloprs have the exposed timber
Jappearance of a Gothic manston, lightened by large windows om all aides which

Soillumine the basically good proporrions of the roems and provide an sora of -

zlnEGMLHB EasLur."'

_natural Tilumination providiag weleome leaven to the otherwise somber cast of k
the degign., There is a large kitchen and pantry, and oversize livipg, dining and . -
‘family rooms, -all of which appear to have been desipned with o view to ‘their uses .

HE fun;tiunal ‘elements of the church oyganization for 5t. ‘Perer's, and as the

‘headquarters for the Episcopal Church in Aleska, as well as the home of the

Bishop's Iamlly.. ‘The second flooy has o bath, three bedropms,-and the Bishop's
stedyy U T L L T

Since ‘the housg Functions now as the Rﬂctory for §t. Peter's Church, and the T
church is now bhebween Rectors, the house is being used now only for church bu51ness,
and ‘the family ‘bedrooms are. vaoccupied and unfurnished.  The study on the second -

flpor, is, however, pariislly furnished. The last Recror had the room redocoratﬂd .
somewhat garishly. This should be considered for return to the period of Ferer o .0
Trimghie Rowe, which cuuld be done 1h the cqurse of ncrmal redecpxaLlna for an"“'

_'The atL.i_r.: is a full iinish.ed flooz. which ‘has been used at variouﬁ times far day-.
clagees and Sunday school clagses, and iz used still for etorage of church recurda-'"

Inone pld;e inthe &Ltlﬁ are: yersonal records and posgeeslions af Feter Trimble. .

__Ruﬁg, dppdrently ‘plaged here ac'the time of his ‘burdial in-1942°on the lawn. of

Peter's Church. 'These artifacts include personal reference books, includlvgn':ﬁ'

:ifd ‘set of the Encyclepedia Brittanica, his personal portable - piano CEEAT, dnd
oo apparently 3 quantity of his personal notes and diaries -- a1l of them of graat
:;1put¢ntlai a8 archival and h;sgqucal documﬂnﬁs a&ﬂ mus&um drtlfdﬁtﬁn. o
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&3 SIGNIFICANCE

FPERHID AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELDW
~BREHISTARIC ~ _ARCHEULUSW-PHEHISIGAIC . COMMUNITY FLAMNING ~  _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _ RELEGION
_1400- 14839 —ARCHEDLOGY-MISTOAIL . . CONSERVATION LW : . CHENCE
. 1EOD-TE53 —AGRICULTURE . _LECDNOMICE - bl TERATLIFE . —SCLULPTURE :
— 1801688 . AHCHITECTURE c- 0 _ EDUGATION e MEHTARY - Ji:yucmurmm.a.nm
17001798 LLART . EHGINERRING L MUSIC L THEATER
—HOQ- 18599, - —-LCMMERCE . ' C—ERPLORATIONABETTLEMENT . _ PHILGSOPHY T Lo TRAHSPOATATION "
AT —COMMINICATIONS . NDUSTRY ; ._EDLITH?-ﬁ:GD'v'EHNMENT_-' —OTHER {SPECIFYI

B —INYENTHON '

SPECIFIC DATES  1gps sUtLDER/ARCHITECT B L. Pubring, Jv, from desigo-

by Petpar Trimhle Rower huilt by

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE B Peter drimble Rowe

This building ig sipnificant as the home and headquarters of Bishop. Peter Trinble

Rowe, the First Episcopal Bistop of Alaska, which he conceived in his own mind, buile:

with bhis own hands, and from whence bLe'went forth on seven of his appreximately
46 Journeys, often alone, to the far norch and west reaches of the Alaskan sub-
coutinent,. building and staffing hospitals, libravies. and schoo LB, and &ht4biish—
jng miaﬁiﬂn ﬂhuthES an Lhe last ﬁmerigdn iranrler.._.- S .

HISTDRIGHL EI&R_RAT I".-’E:

‘Peter 1rimhle nge was the [lrst Episcopal Bishop of Alaska. In April 18%6 he
gatablished his headquarters at Sitka, found quarters for his family, and left

tmmediately for the interior Lo seg for himself what it was he.must do In his- uewly._ 

aecepted. choarge.  He traveled over the Chilkat Trail te the Yukan, transporting -

“his pwn dunnage and budlding his own beoaks, as necessary -- o vears-hefore the S
Kiondike gold stampede. “le earky established that be would be a leading missiunaryT_'

in fact to.both Alaskapn Hatives and to Sourdoughs —- as-well.as in pave. FTuriog -
the ensuing years: that he.served ~- irﬁm 1893 until his death in 1942 -~ he'made

.apprnxxmately 46 guch. journeys between goutheastern Alaska,:the length of - nhe Eukﬂn“_-

-River; north to Nome, and west te.the Aleutians, often.all in the same trip.  He

- estahlished asd: staffed hospitals," ‘libraries, and schools, ‘and - established’ mlssiqa;f .

.churches to serve the aeeds of both ‘khe Harives awd the inanLng Scurdenghs.. - He

. worked tirelegssly to create a bridge for the Natives betueen their past and’ th#irz~_lﬁ
future, and te provide aid and succor te the Spurdovsh hordes who often’ mindlessly o
descended upon the vast wilderness wnprepared to cope with its relentliess demands. .

upsn the human mind and body. He was the Episcopsl Bishop of Alaska, but he . was.
slge, to {he -rest of the country, the Bishop frem Alaska, beconlog a nationally
celebrared figure, based upon his accomplishuents in Alaska and the effectivences
with which he cavvied his message of need to the Easrern estabiistment of the
church and of the goveroment, and to the press. Over the 47 vears of his service
~to Alaska he repeatedly rebuffed attempts to transfer him to elevated positions

.__Df authority aad honor in the chureh at places of. fax less demand upoi hia physinal_ .

. POWETE.

The fame - and honors bestowed upon Bishep Rewe are Jeglion, and a brief acvcoung of
them must Inevitably fall short of any adequate treatment. What is impuriant here

is that the house he built represents ong of the few physical 1ﬁ&dLiﬂ§ of h:b
work that remain as he creaLed them,_" :
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£l SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELDW
~PREHISTORIC | ARCKEULUGY-PREMISTORID . —COMMUNITY FLANKING  __LANDECAPE ARCHITECTURE  _.RELIGHON
_ 34001588 _ARCHEDLGGY-HSTORAIE | . CONSERVATIDNS C _w © _SCHEMNCE
—502-1658  __AGRICULTURAE | _ECDHGMILS - ~lITERATURE — SO PTURE
—l&bi-1588 AR TECTURE - __EDUCATION T e NELATARY . RSOCALHUMANITAR
_1760-1798 L ART .. —ENGINEERING MBI © —THEATER
18001898 _ COMMERCE .. —_EXPLORATION/BETTLEMENT - _ PHILBSTRHY " L.TRANSPORTATIDN -
X sopn —COMMUMCATIONS © . — INDUSTRY . POLFICEGOVEANMENT. _.OTHER (SRECIFY|

S —IHYERTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1505 BUILDER ARCHITECT H.- L. buhriag, Jr. from dﬂsigﬂi B
by Peter Trimhle Rowe- hiili by

STATEMENT OF SIGHIFICANGE o © Perer Trimble Rowe

- fhis building ig significant as the home and headquarters of Bishgp Peter Trinble
: . ftowe, the First Episcopal Bishop of Alaska, which he conceived in his own mind, builp
with his own hands, and from whence le went forth oo seven of his approximately
" 46 journeys, oftes alone, to the far north and west reaches of the Alaskan sube~
~eontinent, huilding and staffing hospirals, libraries apd achoo B, and &htdb.}.iﬂh" :
ing miﬁﬁiﬂu churahea of the last Amer;nan frﬂnrlar. ' : :

'HISIDRICAL NAERATIVE‘

. .Peter Trlmble que was the [lrst Episcopal Bishop of Alaska. In April 18835 he
~ establighed bis-headquarters at Sitha, found Gusrters for his family, and left .
© lmmediacely for the.interior Lo see fo; himself what it was he must’ ‘dodn his. newly'_f-
.- avcepted charge, He traveled over the Chilkat Trail to the Yukon, transporting .
~ . his oun durnage and bullding his own boats, as necessary -- L[wo vears.before the .
Klondike gold stampede. " He early- established that he would be a2 leading misslnnary;
.in fact to horh Alaskan Hatiwves and to Sourdoughs —- as well: 4% in pawe. Burdog o
- the ensuing years that he.served -- fxnm 1893 until his death 4n 1947~~~ he'made
. .approximately. 46 ‘such. journeys between goutheastern Alaska, the kength of the Nukon
.o River, nmorch ro. Nome, and west.to the Aleutians, often.2ll-in. the Bame trip. He o
T established:Hnd'SLaIE&d'hu&pitals;”libraries, and schools, and sstablished wmission - \
5.:churches to gerve the needs of both ‘the Harives and the incoming Sourdounghs.. He |
._..__'.warked tirelessly to create a bridge for the Matives hetueen their past and. th;—_ii_r
. future, and te provide aid ang swcecor te the Spurdovoh hordes who ofren mindlessly oo
descended upon the vast wilderness unprepared to cope with its relentless demands. .
capon the human mind and body, He was the Fpiscopal Bishop of Alaska, but he . was.
ulsg, to-the.resr of the country, the Bishep from Alaska, becomdeg a metionally
- celebrated figure, based upon Ris. accomplishuents in Alaska and the effectivences
with which he carvied his message of need to the Easbern estabidishment of the
-~ church and of the government, amd to the press. Over the 47 years of his service
to Alaskx he repearedly rebuffed attempts to transfer him to elevated positions

. ..of authority and honer in the church af places of. far less demanﬁ upos hla physical_
% POWETS. .

f_ The fame  and honors bestowed upon Bishop Rewe are legion, and & brief aecount. of
thetw must inevitably fall short of any adequate treatment. Whak is 1mpurtan1 here

- .is that the house he buile represents ong of the fow physiﬂal 1d$d£iﬁ$ of his.
. wprk that remain as he created Lhem, '
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Form Ne 18-300
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INILRIOR FQBﬁFﬁUEEQNk
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE e

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

See House (AHRE 3ITE RO, 5IT-195)

OATE ENTE RED- -

CONTINUATION SHEET TEM RUIABER ] PAGE P of 7

Since funds were adeguate in 1899 te build only 5t. Peter's Church, he deferred
construction of she See House, for which he siready had architect's plans, bused

upon his cenception fer the house. En 1505, while Mrs. Rowe was in Victoris

for the first of a serics of operations, the Bishop sfaved In Sitkp, rather than
journeying to the interior, and he occupled higself with building the See House.

Tt was gt that time spparencly, that the site.was purchased from Feter Panamarknff .
or bis eatate, as che adjsining church property had been purchased wartier, -Bishop |
Rowe described his work o the house:. e

"Hrs. Rowe has lefe ‘Sitka for ¥ictoria for uedical treatment. [ aum
. zlone, not a new experience, I get my own meals and keep the new
~houge progressing to 2 Findsh, I find it bhard after using the
_-trowel or plane, shevel or hammer, wheelbarrow or paint brush,
-lifeing and placing rocks all day, to handle easily or conveniently
. ar night so small un article as 2 pen. Building this house ig a
precty difficule contract in Sithka, owing to the scarcity of good
workmen apd the long delayed shipments of materials, While the
Shouse is going o be the most complete thing of the kind in Alaska,
_oyet 1e tdes me down, and will do so uppil November. o Then I shall
.- ‘hang up the trowel and. the hoe and be off to- the work that is N
:Lalling Towdly for-me. T shall have to hit the. trall thiz winter,” -

in addlticn to creating vhe house he had earlier enviaiauad his wurk of that
summer Bolved the problem of lack of money for coneructlon.' It alsec probably-
sorved him well in his concern for the health of his beloved wife, who lived ouly
12 years lemger. Their attachment teo this place Is evidenced in that upon his
death 37 years lacer they were both reinterred here in the iawn of Sc._PeLer 5
Churcl,

After the house waes completed, the family occupied 1t for seven vesrs, In 1912,

with the transfer of the major resources of the capical of Alasks to Junesu, Sicka .
declined din dimporeance. Accesa o ships which Bishop Rowe needed to set owe on his .
annual pilgrimages to the Bering Sea, the Yukom, and the Aleurdans, berame un-
available, excepr by journeving first to Seattle. This, in- &ﬁdit:on,.the igeress—

ing neepd of Mes, Rowe for constant medical attention, decided & move of the See’

from Sitka to Seartle, The Sec House, while retaining that name, bacame the home

of the resident clergyman of S¢. Feter's Church, rather than the actuwal headguareers
ef the Bishop of Alaska. Ulcimately, of course, the See was relocated in Fairbanks,
where it is now. . o U R
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Foran e, 10- 300
iRey. 13-Tay

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENTOF T HL i]\ VI RIUH
NATHOMNAL PARK SERVICE -

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM - - IRATEENTERED.
See Houae {ﬁﬂﬂﬂlg?TE o, SIT-19%;

CONT!NUATION SHEET irem NumBEr 5 page 2 of 2

There are many fine houses in Sitka, and also in other communities in Alaska.
However, thia is the only house £n all Alasks, conceived and built by one who
gtands among the foremost humanitarian figures. In the history of the Te:ri;qry

and state. "Its desipn -was unusual and was his own unigue contribution. The
construction was uuusual, .and was his own waigque contributlcn. The vears between
1645 and 1912 when Bishop Rowe and his fam1ly sccupied the -house wore ‘seminal years

. for the Territory, for the development of the larpe number of hospltals, ‘clinics,

libraries, sphools, orphanapges, and mission churches, that he levated, insrigared,
staffed, apd nurtured; and they, too, were his unigue cuntribu;ipn;r“Fg;;that
period of time this house stands as his homeplace, the home to which he retfurned,

‘plasned for che future, and then ser our again fZor jowrneys which in number, length,

and difficulty, are yet unequalled by any man Ln Lhe mudern hlstory cx Alaska as

jja Telrltnly Lroa ﬁtatg..n
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . '"anupguﬁg

NATIONAL FARK SERVICE -
nﬁcﬂvdbUﬁid 9??

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HESTORIC PLACES .
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM '_ ”_‘_‘f* ”{'TE

See House {AHRE SITE MO. 51T~195J

CONTINUATION GHEET ITEM MUMBER 9 PAGE T of 1

_'ﬁ]ASkan ThL, Bﬁpttmber IG, 1898 April 1503, Jupe 1, 1903.

”lﬂrﬁwn, Phyllla,i"lhe See House, The Parish House of che Episcopal Church, s, PeLer P
~.-by the 8ga." 1 page. Typﬂscr Pt for the Sitka ‘DlunEELr Hiscorlc Preservatlnn
";Eommxttae February 19?? . . i ) )

.”Ealrns, Ralph H. ; "InteregLing WE&LEIHELS- -A'Eishqpfthe the_Snﬂwé,ﬂjZSunser, May
1913, pages 576-519. . o S et

Hisrovical Sketch Of St PeLer E-By-theu‘le-a, 139‘9 191{9‘ 3 pages_,__ _{Sit_‘.ica,_ (194927,

. Mow the Church went to Alaska, and what h&s bLﬂn dune thare, L Bpirit of Missions, .
C L Wel, 70, April 1905. pagLE 25? 465. : . R R

L -..Ianz:Lns, Thumas, _fhE ‘1&1‘1 Elf Alaak& PETE‘T‘ 'll'lmble R(}WE K H 1, a Kuorehgugg;nﬂgrhamr -

"ehir Churﬂh."_ 3]pagﬁ§1_ Himaﬂgraphﬁﬂ.pamph;ap.hiStopy qﬁ.S;,_Eeter?a_chuxch..ﬁi;ka,__'

..» - Stuck, Hudsen, Yhe Alaskan ﬁiséiuns.ﬁf”the EpLscﬁpdl Chureh. N;T:; Doﬁﬂéfic énd
'-.jijreign-Missicnar¥~50ciaty,-192&._ ﬂeyriat SEaLtTE, The. sharey Boak Store, 1968,

Themas, Tay, Cry_in the Hllderness. Anghorage, pglgr Art ?r;ntina go,, 195y"}f_-ﬁ¢l”ff'

Weema, Carrington, "The BLshGp of the &rctic, World's Hork Aprxl 1912, pagLs
6B61-672,

Wikloughby, Barrets, Sitks, Fortal to Bomancz. Roston, Houghton Mifflin, 1930, o
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APPENDIX C: STRUCTURAL ASSESSMENT
REPORT & FIELD NOTES

Structural Systems Assessment for St. Peter's by-the-Sea conducted by
Troy Feller, BBFM Engineers Inc.

St. Peter's by-the-Sea field sketches by Sterling Holdorf, NPS Masonry
Specialist
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St. Peters by-the-Sea Structural Site Wisit

12/13/21-12/15/21 by Trov Feller, fE, S5E

Structural Systems and Qbservations

Roof

The roof framing i 716" OB over 387 1 5 %" board skip sheathing (average of 2 %7 gap between
boards)] supported by 27 x5 ¥ refters at 2470c, The rafters are supported solid sawn wood beams at
the ridpe and an Intermediate besm half way berween the ridge and cutside walls The roof beams are
supported by wood scissar trysses spaced at 14°-0" oo, See Roof section in attached feld notes on page
1of2

The scissor trusses are exposed in the main Sanctuary and the remainder of the roof framing is cbscured
by the roof and ceiling finishes except one small area in the Sacristy. 1 this ares the roof framing was
inspected and appeared in gaod shage with not wood rot o ather deficiencies observed, The roof
rafters are attached to the stud wall top pfate with a large {2047} toe nail each side which is comman for
construction of the pariod.

The wood scissor trusses are constrected of 3 %" » 7 " top chords, collar ties, and center king post. The
diagomat bottorn scissor cords are off set Bram the top chords and are continuous from walk Be midpoind
of the tap chord and are 2 %" x 7 %" members. Altconnectlons are a singie %" diameter through Holt
Thereiz a 3 ¥" x 7 #" corbel with a 4" diametar bolt to the wall bearing stud and another boh to the
Eruss top chord. The wall bearing stud size i unknown byt assemed to be ab least 3 2 %" « 7 41" mernber
based on ohservations above the Sacristy ceiling, See Truss flevatlon in attached field notes on gage 2
of 2. All elevations were measured from the floor with 2 laser measuring device. All truss
measuraments, menmber sizes, coanectians, ete., wese documented to allow a structural analysis in the
future.

All truss members and connections were in good condition and no signs of distrass were observed.
Structurai analysis of the truss is beyond the scope of work for this condition assessment but it is worth
rothing hat they have been sepporting the raol loads for over 120 years and appear (o be in good
condition,

Walis and Buttresses

Wood stud wall framing was covered by finishes and could not be inspected, fased an what could e
observed above the Sacristy cailing the walls appear to be 7 X" deep siuds { the wali top plate is 7 37
wide). See plan view section of window at wall In attached field The exterios rubble stane masonry
builress phers align with each of the 3 scissor trusses byl appear to be ornamental and da not suppoert
any buiiding loads or cutward thyust from the seissor trusses, Fhe maortar in the buttrasses is in poor
condition and many of the racks are loose. This is coverad in more detail by the historic masanry
specialist that was garl of our inspection tearn.
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The side watls that support trusses were measured for vertical alignment and it was found that they are
leaning aut by an average of approgimately 39 These walls are 127°-0" 13l and %Y outward deflection is
comsidered acceptable, See wall outward deflection values in attached Field Motes at bottom of oage 1
of 2,

Floor

The floor is %" tongue and groove Hooring over %" staggered sleeper boards over 7/8" diagonat tongue
and groave sheathing, Floor joists are 27 x 11 %" ioists at 24"nc supported by B « 87 girders at 7'-8" oc.
The girders are supported by stone and mortar piers a4 approximately 97 o

Alaser levet survey was done and the flaor is levet to within plus or minus 12" with the exception of the
Sacristy floor. The Sacristy floot at the northeast corner of the building is sagging approximately 3% A
laser leve! was utilized to show that the exterior wall bottem plate and top of faundation wall is level to
within %" and it is the floor that i deflecting downwards, The crawlspace was toa shaltow (o allow
access for inspection of this area from the enderside. The most probable exptanation of the floer sag is
that the end of the joists have rotted where they bear an the perirnezer foundazion wall and have
tefieded downward and possibly made conrtact with the soil. I s recommended that the ftoaring and
fioor sheathing be removed to confirm the problem and the floer joists be replaced with pressura
treated members and be reseated on the foundation wall, Exterior grade slopes up steeply to the upper
pariang fot al this caraer of the building and it is likeby thal water and high soil moisiure contend aoour
during periods of rain and snow medt. That combined with the ltmited crawlspace depth in this area
[untreated wood in close contact with moist soils] have most fikely caused the accelerated wood rot in
this location. The exterior sheathing and wall bottaen plate at the northeast corner 32 85 decayed and
should be repaired.

Belltower

A mankift was utilized to access the Belitower, Far the Belittower structural components the critical
camnecrion is from the corner posts to the roof structure, The inspection was intended to access the
connection of the corner pests Ao roof framing. However, the original Befllower flear, tocated just
abave the main building ridge line, is a seated huilt-up raof with no access to the space below,
Therefore the Belltower to roof connection couid net be viewed and the conditisn and sirength of the
cannection is unkoow. The waot framing above the Belitawer floor was inspected and was in gaod
condition,
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APPENDIX D: ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS
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St. Peters by the Sea Historic Structure Report, National Park Service, AKRO
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