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FROM THE ARCHIVES
Nancy Ricketts

A phone call from Jack Rowe says
that his nephew, Bob Rowe is
writing a book about Bob's father
Paul Rowe, the first son of Bishop
Rowe's second family—and Jack's
older brother. Is that relationship
confusing enough? We may very
well get a copy of the book.

I have done two book-signings
of A Brief History of St. Peters
By-The-Sea at the Centennial
Building in the last year or so, and
as part of the Christmas Bazaar.
The Sitka Historical Society had
tables both times for signings by
Sitka authors. The first time per-
haps twenty books were sold—at
the November 28, 2009 Bazaar, ten
were sold.

I opened our archives for the
St. Peter's Bazaar in December and
had quite a few visitors.

Our wonderful opaque honey-
comb blinds were installed in the
archives during December and are
really quite beautiful. Besides that,
I'm sure they are saving some on
the heating, because they are also
insulating and I keep them closed
when I'm not actually working
there.

A Dictionary of the Bible, Volume
4 (of 4 volumes) dated 1870, beau-
tifully bound in leather and in good
shape, was found in the church just
after the first of the year. I'm trying
to find out who left it, and any-
thing else that might identity this
wonderful new acquisition of the
archives. If you have any informa-
tion please call me.

Jerry Bryan of Powell, Ten-
nessee, who was originally located
by Diane Whaley in our search for
Molineux material, sent a packet of
information about Molineux family
members. While some of the names
were exactly the same as “our”
Molineux, dates and places don’t
line up, so it’s back to the draw-
ing board. One of Bryan’s cita-
tions had one of Elizabeth’s sons
born in Japan, another had both of
them being born in New York City.
Our original information, gleaned
from the Archives of the National
Church in Austin, Texas, had both
of her sons born in England. Hope-
fully, eventually there will be
answers!

“Here | am, Lord. A New Yean.
A (pesk awatering. Ready e
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Ready 10 wrestle with Satan.
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—Via Holy Humor

Life on the Farm...the
Fellowship Farm that is

St. Peter's Fellowship Farm's tri-co-
ordinators (Maybelle Filler, Doug
Osborne & Lisa Sadleir-Hart) met
in December to develop this year's
action plan and debrief from last
Spring and Summer's experience.
We had a terrific season given the
abundant warm weather, but lagged
in volunteers by the last part of the
growing season. At the top of our
list was a proposal to contract with
a "lead gardener" to help us maxi-
mize production and use the volun-
teer pool in the best possible way.
We presented our request to the
Sitka Local Food Network board
at the two meetings in January and
the proposal unanimously passed
with the agreed upon funding.

We'll now put together a contract
description for the "lead gardener"
and then advertise. We hope to
have the lead gardener identified by
early March so they can assist with
further planning for the 2010 grow-
ing season.

Mark your calenders for the 2010
Let's Grow Sitka gardening event
planned for Sunday, March 14th

at the ANB Hall from noon-3pm.
The Fellowship Farm will be pres-
ent again with seed starter Kkits so
please come by and help us grow
starts for our May planting par-
ties. We could also use clean, dry
plastic salad containers again so
feel free to leave them starting in
February in the entrance way to
the See House and Lisa will pick
them up weekly. We'd also accept
donations towards putting the
seed starter Kits together. Checks
can be made out to the Sitka Local
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Food Network with Fellowship
Farm in the memo section or you
can call Lisa at 747-5985 to see
what items we need.

Thanks again for your ongoing
prayers for the garden. In closing,
here's a simple quote on garden-
ing that I found inspiring... "She
(or he!) who plants a seed beneath
the sod and waits to see a plant,
believes in God."

Lisa Sadleir-Hart

(Shrove Tue. cont. from page. 2)

can be as varied in the UK as there
are British households.

In France, (as well as here in the
US—or more famously—in New
Orleans) it's known as Fat Tues-
day which kicks off the Mardi Gras
festival with wild celebrations just
before the austere Lenten season.
In Sweden, Fat Tuesday translates
to Fettisdagen, and in Lithuania

it's Uzgavens. In Poland, traditional
celebrations take place on a Thurs-
day a week before Ash Wednesday
and so it's Tlusty Czwartek, or Fat
Thursday.

St. Peter’s will observe Shrove
Tuesday with both confessions and
pancakes. Our church makes the
office of private confession avail-
able to all, but does not require it.
If you feel called to make a private
confession before beginning your
Lenten journey, please call Fr.
Dave. He will be glad to arrange a
time that works for you.

The men of St. Peter’s will be in
the kitchen serving pancakes at
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5:30pm, Shrove Tuesday, February
16th. They will continue serving
until 7:00pm, or until people quit
arriving, whichever comes first.
Please look further in this issue of
the Keys for the complete menu

announcement by the ECW. The
ladies will also be asking for a sug-
gested donation to help defray their

costs.

O
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An Untidy House

We live in an untidy house. I do
not mean Bonnie's and my house.
Nor do I mean the worship space
or meeting halls of St. Peter's. |
mean our branch of Christianity.
We run an untidy house. Of course,
it has been this way from the be-
ginning.

Long before the first missionary
from the Bishop of Rome reached
the shores of Britain in 597 AD, an
indigenous church had taken deep
root on those isles. Many schol-
ars believe that Christianity came
to the "western isles" around 37
AD. It is believed that a group of
Palestinian refugees sought asylum
in Britain after Jesus' resurrection.
These believers were known as
"Culdich" by the Celtic inhabit-
ants. Culdich can be translated
"certain strangers." When occasion
called for this group to be referred
to by a name, they were often
called the Culdees.

The church in Britain developed
in its own way. It was centered
around monastic communities
made up of both men and women.
The orders included laity, deacon,
priest and bishop. The clergy were
free to marry and have families.
Instead of focusing on a central-
ized parish life, the ministers
went out from their monastery to
the people in their villages. The
hierarchy was unpretentious. And
decisions were made in a collegial
fashion. To the eyes of the church
that arrived from Europe in the
late 6th century, things were very
untidy in the Celtic church.

When we look at the life of our

church in the United States, it is
helpful to remember our back-
ground. Once the Anglican Church
reclaimed its independence from
the Bishop of Rome we reclaimed
something of our original egalitar-
1an essence. The worship services
were reduced in number to those
that could fit into one volume
placed in the hands of all the peo-
ple. The scriptures were published
in the language of the people. And
in the United States, Bishops were
elected by lay and clergy alike, and
the church met in counsel to make
decisions.

Each congregation of the Episco-
pal Church shares the governance
of its life through the work of its
vestry and clergy. The national
counsel of the Episcopal Church
consists of two houses. The senior
house is the House of Deputies.

This body is made up of lay people,
priests and deacons. The second, or
junior house, is the House of Bish-
ops. It should come as no surprise
that theological decisions and reso-
lutions about governance follow

a circuitous path as they find their
way through this labyrinth. We do
not have a centralized teaching
authority with the power to decide
matters for the church. Instead, we
rely on the presence of the Holy
Spirit to guide our counsels, and
over the span of history, to lead us
into all wisdom. We hold the auda-
cious belief that God's Spirit works
most fully through the collective
voice of the gathered community of
believers. You could say we live in
a spiritual democracy.

Today's newspapers testify to how
messy this can get for us. Many

The schedule is as follows.

Mondays of Lent:  12:05pm —
5:30pm —
Tuesdays of Lent:  12:05pm —

Wednesdays of Lent: 12:05pm —

5:30pm —
Thursdays of Lent: 12:05pm —
Friday's of Lent: 10:30am —
Holy Week: 12:05am -
Holy Week - Wed.: 5:30pm -
Maundy Thursday: 6:30pm -
Good Friday: 5:30pm -
Easter Vigil 6:00am -

Lenten Prayers

Once again, St. Peter's will be offering additional opportunities for
our community to mark the season of Lent with prayer and reflection.

Ash Wednesday Liturgy (Feb.17), at both 12:05pm and 5:30pm.

Anglican Prayer Beads
Evening Prayer
Noon Day Prayer
Lenten Study — Reflection
on the Lord's Prayer
Holy Eucharist
Stations of the Cross
Morning Prayer (Sponsored by

the Society of Sts. Simeon and Anna)

Monday thru Friday, Stations
of the Cross
Tenebrae
Maundy Thursday Liturgy
Good Friday Liturgy

Easter Morning
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outside of the Episcopal church do
not understand why some authority
does not simply "decide" and make
things in our house what they con-
sider straight. At the same time, we
can take pride in the fact that each
of us has a part in shaping our lead-
ership and discerning our unfolding
theology. There aren't too many
Episcopalians who would want to
give up our collective liberty in
Christ for the tidiness of a central-
ized monarchical authority.

I generally like living in a neat and
tidy house. But for church, a messy
house is the one I love.

Faithfully, Fr. Dave

St. Peter’s
Endowment Fund

St. Peter’s Endowment Fund was
established in 2002 by the Vestry.
The Fund is managed by a five
member board appointed by the
Vestry. The purpose of this Fund is
to enable the Parish to more com-
pletely fulfill its mission by devel-
oping its ministries beyond what is
possible through its annual opera-
tion funds, and therefore distribu-
tions from the fund shall be limited
to (I) capital needs of the Parish,
(IT) outreach ministries and grants,
(I1T) seed money for new ministries
and special one-time projects, and
(IV) such other purposes as are
specifically designated by donors to
the Parish whose gifts are included
in the Fund. Distributions from the
Fund shall not be made to the oper-
ating budget of the Parish.

You can help assure the future
health of St. Peter’s by making
a permanent, long-lasting gift to the

St. Peter’s Endowment Fund. Your
gift can also provide you with sig-
nificant tax and financial benefits.
Gifts to the St. Peter’s Endowment
Fund continue to earn money long
after you have written the check.
An endowment is like a very
small Permanent Fund. Contribu-
tions go in and annual investment
earnings come out or are rein-
vested. Earnings provide a source
of income to St. Peter’s which can
be reinvested in years of abundance
and drawn upon in times of need.
What dreams do you have for
the future of St. Peter’s? You can

help make them come true by con-
tributing to the St. Peter’s Endow-
ment Fund.

Contact the rector or a consult-
ing attorney on advice for making
gifts, questions on planning your
wills and for tips on thoughtful and
practical estate planning.

Three Quarters of the
people in this country die
without valid wills. Do you
know why? Procrastination!
Don’t wait!
Don’t forget your church.

St. Peter’s By-the Sea Vestry
Sr. Warden, Gary Paxton

® Mike McConnell

Jr. Warden, Mat Turner
® Kit Allgood-Mellema

® Brian Massey ® Ann Brauer-Burns

Rector Fr. Dave Elsensohn
Ted Laufenberg
® Ira Snelling

® Debbie Paxton. Tres.

accepted.

is sought.

Sexton

about 10%.

costs.

Vestry Hilites
Vestry Meeting January 20, 2010

Pledges to January 17 total $162,238. The balance at end of year
$1174 put into operating account. See House renovation loan bal-
ance $68,123 and the payments for 2010 can be made. 2010 budget

Dreamcatchers has ten members and dreams have been sorted
into categories prepared for votes at annual meeting. Easter group
plans retreat February 20 at See House to study mission. Emergency
housing group considering mobile center for resources for homeless.

Disaster plan reviewed and agreement that more attention must
be paid to fire protection, especially in sacristy. A property appraisal

e Slate of candidates for officers made. Mat Turner appointed

e Parochial Report made, showing a drop in attendance of
Glenda Rice supported as candidate for holy orders.
Fr. David paying expenses for Wrangell trips for Mtr. Julie from

discretionary fund. ECW will be asked to cover these monthly

—Judy Johnstone. Parish Clerk
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February Lay Ministers’ Schedule
March.
Time 7 14 21 28 7
8am
Lay Reader Kit Brian Brian Roberta Kit
Deacon Dcn.Kathryn Dcn. Kathryn Dcn. Kathryn
Ilam Lector  Nancy Jo Carol Jack Mim Jack
Lay Reader Ginny Glenda Harriet Roberta Ginny
Deacon Dn. Ann Dcn Kathryn  Dn. Ann Dn. Kathryn ~ Dn Ann
Crucifer Marg. Morced Marg. Morced Marg.
Greeter Bonnie Judy J. Sheryl Gary
Ann B-B. Thelma Don Debbie
Bell Ringer Don Don Don Don
Verger Mike Mike Ginny Mike Mike
Hostess TBA Binnie TBA TBA TBA
Ipm Ginny Kit Judy J. Glenda
Shepherd Glenda Kris F. Thelma Judy O.
Wednesday Services
Wed. 5:50 Feb. 3 Feb. 10 Feb. 17 Feb. 24 March 3
Brian Ted Roberta\Kit  Ted Brian
Telephone Prayer Chain
If you have a prayer need and want someone to pray with you, or if you would like several people to pray
for you, call one of the following people. We are all in need of prayer. Don’t hesitate to share your needs.
Home# Work # Other# email

Dn.Kathryn Snelling......... TAT-8825 oo, 738-3835 i kathryn@thesnellings.com
Fr. Dave Elsensohn ........... 747-7272 ........ 747-3977.......... 738-9999 .....oveiiennn. david@stpeters-sitka.us
Gordon Blue...................... T4T-T967T oo 206-979-0850 .....ccvverieireniennne, gkblue@gmail.com
Ann DeLill ....................... TAT-6008 .....oooeeeeiieiieeieeeee ettt e ade lill@hotmail.com
Dn. Ann Parsons................ T4T-4919 oo, 738-4919 oo, arp@gci.net
Candi Barger ..................... 747-8326......... TAT 8922t candi@alaska.com
Polly Bass......ccccccevveeerennen. 747-4639.....229-221-0082..glaciobotanist@gmail.com pbass2(@uas.alaska.edu
Sarah Williams.................. TAT=50306 ...eoieiieiieiieee ettt sarahw.61(@gci.net

Marian Blankenship.......... T38-3842 e sukiesplace@yahoo.com
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
February

1 Elliot Bruhl

2 Phillip Wyman

5 John MacDonald
5 Karen Williams
13 Zoe Hinshaw

14 Marie Wichman

15  Amy Neil
18 Riley JoAnn
Bernhardt

19 Ryan Apathy
20 Harriet Kinberg
22 Steven Raffaele
24 Maya Chambers

Watch over thy Children, O
lord as their days increase;
bless and guide them where
ever they may be; strengthen
them when they stand; com-
fort them when discouraged
or sorrowful; raise them up if
they fall, and in their hearts
may thy peace which passeth
all understanding abide all the
days of their lives; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(BCP)

uotes:

It takes less time to do the right
thing than to explain why you
did it wrong.

An optimist is one who gets
chased up a tree by a lion, but
enjoys the scenery.

Dry Times
Growing Times

One of the more common and
more frustrating experiences of the
Christian life is that we occasion-
ally come upon times when every-
thing within us seems flat and we
just don't feel like we're making
any progress. We may feel stuck or
tired or blah or just numb. While

I enjoy such times no more than I
used to, it does seem to be true that
these times must be accepted if we
are to be faithful in our journeys.
Usually, however, these times give
rise to feelings so uncomfortable
that we are led to unfaithfulness

in our prayer lives. We become
ashamed of ourselves for being
where we are and frantically pursue
correction or we become mired in
self-pity or we just give up and quit
praying altogether.

One of our main struggles in prayer
is that we measure its effectiveness
by what we deem to be progress.
We forget that the main purpose

of prayer is relationship with God
no matter where we happen to be.
Perhaps our prayers are too often
attempts to gain glory for ourselves
rather than times to glorify God.
Conjecture has been made through
the years as to the nature of time:
are things more linear or cyclical?
Do we naturally move forward or
do we go through cycles and return
to things again and again? Perhaps
a little of both is experienced in
life.

We go through times of growth
while at other times we lie fallow.
Overall there seems to be forward
progress but certainly we keep
coming upon those same times of
dryness along the way. Sometimes

we suffer from seasonal times of
dryness. Sometimes anniversary
events trigger flatness. Sometimes
there are so many reasons that no
one of them stands out. The fact
remains: we are dry.

Accepting such times in obedience
seems more effective than bucking
against them in panic. Perhaps I
am resting from some growth spurt
or being made ready for a leap of
understanding. Perhaps I am being
assigned a Sabbath of sorts where
I am called to be still for a while.
Perhaps there is an overall purpose
even for the dryness. [ may be
asked to consider just what it is I
value most: the presence of God or

my own perceived growth.

Spiritual growth involves spiritual
flatness. While it is easy to partici-
pate in prayer and discipline when
I am moving forward, it becomes
more difficult to be disciplined in
times of such flatness. Christian
obedience, however, calls for me
to offer to the Lord each day who I
am and to be open to his presence
and teachings. When I am flat and
dry, I need not quit praying. I can
pray through such times and offer
them to God. God asks for faithful-
ness more than he asks for forward
progress.

Whether we are sick or well, happy
or sad, growing or standing still,
alive or dead, God is God and his
being is to be acknowledged and
worshiped. May our sights be lifted
higher than our own lives. May
God be glorified above ourselves.

— Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr.,
St. John's, Montgomery, Alabama

—via Anglican Digest
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Christ when for us you were baptized, God’s Spirit on you came. . .

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
10 Morning
6:30am Men’s | 5:30pm Wed. School Prayer
Breakfast 5:30 Holy Euch. 6:30pm St. Simeon
Pioneer 6:40 Wed. S. Euch. Study Group & St. Anna
Home
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8am Holy Euch 6:30pm 6:30am Men’s | 5:30pm Wed. School | 6:30 pm 10am.
9:15 Family Euch. Choir Breakfast 5:30 Holy Euch. Study Group Morning
9:15 Family Euch. Pioneer 6:30 Worship Comm. Prayer
ITam Choral Euch Home 6:40 Wed..S. Euch. St. Simeon
Ipm Pioneer Home 7:00 Church’s Tending & St. Anna
14 Valentine’s Day | 15 16 Shrove 17 Ash Wednesday | 18 19 20
8am Holy Euch Tuesday 6:30am Men’s | 12:05 Holy Euch. 12:05 Stations| 10am
9:15 Family Euch. 6:30pm Pancake Breakfast 5:30pm Wed. School | of Cross Morning
I1am Choral Euch. Choir Supper 5:30pm| Pioneer 5:30 Holy Euch. 6:30 pm Prayer
Ipm Pioneer Home Home 6:30 Vestry. Study Group St. Simeon
6:40 W.S. Euch. & St. Anna
21 Lenten Sunday |22 23 24 25 26 27
8am Holy Euch 12:05 12:05 Noon 6:30am Men’s  12:05 Lenten Study 12:05 Stations| 10 am Morn.
9:15 Family Euch. Prayer Day Prayer Breakfast 5:30 pm Wed. School |.of The Cross | Prayer
11am Choral Euch Beads Pioneer 5:30 Holy Euch. 6:30 pm Simeon/ Anna
Ipm Pioneer Home  |6:30pm Home 6:40 W.S. Euch. Study Group Noon ECW
Choir Luncheon
28
8am Holy Euch

9:15 Family E

10:15 Outreach Comm.
11am Choral Euch
Ipm Pioneer Home

Check out St. Perer’s Websight at www.stpeters-sitka.org




DW\ &
ﬂ Feb. 16, 5:30pm
Shrove Tue.

Pancake Supper

Feb. 17, 5:30pm
Ash Wednesday
Holy Euch.

See Calendar for
12:05pm Lenten
Schedule

Feb. 26, Noon
ECW Luncheon

A very “traditional” Christmas story enlivened \ y,

this year’s pageant.
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